Angelo Falcon

Angelo Falcon (born June 23, 1951 as Angel Manuel Falcén), is a political scientist
best known for starting the Institute of Puerto Rican Policy (IPR) in New York City in
the early 1980s and his studies of Puerto Rican and Latino politics and policy issues.
He is President of the National Institute for Latino Policy (formerly the Institute for
Puerto Rican Policy), a nonprofit and nonpartisan policy center that focuses on Latino
issues in the United States. He is also an Adjunct Assistant Professor at the Columbia
University School of Public and International Affairs (S.1.P.A.). Falcon has been able
to combine academic and policy research with an aggressive advocacy style based on
broad coalition-building and community organizing. Noted for his caustic sense of
humor and his progressive politics, he has become one of the longest-serving chief
executives of a Latino nonprofit in the country who easily straddles the academic and
practical policy advocacy and organizing.

He has lived in New York City since the age of six months and grew up in the Los
Sures (Southside) section of Williamsburg, Brooklyn where he currently lives.

Falcon attended Public School 17 in Williamsburg, where his first grade teacher
unilaterally changed his name to "Angelo" from "Angel,"” thinking it was a typo. He
went on to attend the citywide specialized Brooklyn Technical High School (1965—
1969) in Ft. Greene, Brooklyn, where he graduated with a specialization in
architecture. In high school, he joined with other Puerto Rican and Latino students to
organize the El Nuevo Mundo Aspira Club, which began his involvement in
community affairs.

He went on to attend Columbia College of Columbia University (Class of 1973) where
he continued his activism as Chair of the Latin American Student Organization
(LASO) and helping to establish the first HEOP, or Higher Education Opportunity
Program, at the College. In 1976, he attended the State University of New York at
Albany, where he did his graduate work in political science, completed a Masters of
Science degree and returned to New York City as an ABD (all but dissertation) in
1980 to write his dissertation. He was awarded the Nelson A. Rockefeller
Distinguished Alumni Award from the SUNY-Albany in 1983.
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