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P LAG, et al IN THE DISTRICT COURT O
Plaintiffs

TRAVIS COUNTY, TEXAS
V. JUDICIAL DISTRICT

GREG ABBOTT, et. al,

SO LN L L LN L L L SN L LN

Defendants.

DECLARATION O SAMANTHA POE

I, Samantha Po ,' h r by d clar and stat as follows:

1. I am ov r 18 y ars of ag , of sound mind, and fully capabl of making this
d claration. I hav p rsonal knowl dg ofth facts s t forth in this d claration, th y ar tru and
corr ct, and I would t stify comp t ntly to thos facts if call d to do so.

2. Iam am mb r of PFLAG and moth r of an adol sc nt, Whitl y, who is curr ntly

xploring th 1d a of transitioning and to whom I will r f r to using th y/th m pronouns.

3. W bothr sid in T xas along with my old r child.

4. Whitl y, whois 13y ars old and was assign dth s x of “mal ” at birth, is in midst
of xploring what a social transition f Is lik . I lov and support th m and only want what is b st
for th m.

5. Whitl yisnotr ¢ iving m dical car r lat dto g nd rid ntity.

6. Whitl y r ¢ iv d a diagnosis of g nd r dysphoria in 2021 from a psychologist.

Thy s a s parat psychologist who sp cializ s in Ey Mov m nt D s nsitization and

! Samantha Poe and Whitley are pseudonyms. My daughter and I are proceeding under pseudonyms to protect our
right to privacy and ourselves from discrimination, harassment, and violence for seeking to protect our rights.
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R proc ssing (“EMDR”) and provid s th rapy toth mr lat d to a traumatic v nt wh n Whitl y
was young r. Th y also s a psychiatrist and r ¢ iv additional support by s ing anoth r
th rapistr gularly, asth y hav don foraf wy ars.

7. Whitl y participat sinth GLBT-Straight Allianc (“GSA”)atth irmiddl school,
which supports th m. I hav don r s arch on oth r support groups for transg nd r youth and
youth xploring th irid ntity and plan to discuss th s groups with Whitl y in hop s that th y will
participat and join oth r activiti s this summ r organiz d by our local LGBTQ+ youth
organization.

8. I hav always p rmitt d Whitl y to xpr ss th ms Iv s and hav support d th m.
Whitl y is my child, and I acc pt th m unconditionally. My topmost commitm nt as a par nt is to

nsur th h alth, saf ty, and w 1lb ingof myt nag r, whom I lov and support.

9. T xas Attorn y G n ral Paxton’s F bruary 18, 2022, opinion and Gov rnor
Abbott’s F bruary 22, 2022, dir ctiv , follow d by th D partm nt of Family and Prot ctiv
S rvic s> (“DFPS”) d cision to impl m nt th m and inv stigat par nts who facilitat th
provision of m dically n ¢ ssary g nd r-affirming h alth car for th ir transg nd r childr n as
“abus ,” has substantially disrupt d our liv s.

10. I am t rrifi d for Whitl y’s w 1lb ing, and for our family. I f 1b tray d by my
hom stat , which has turn d its back on a group of T xas childr n who alr ady fac s rious
obstacl s in soci ty and poor h alth and lif outcom s du to bias and discrimination.

11. Days aft r Gov rmor Abbot’s dir ctiv , on F bruary 25, 2022, I was contact d by a
DFPS Child Prot ctiv S rvic s (“CPS”) inv stigator and inform d that my family would b

inv stigat d, in accordanc with Gov rnor Abbott’s dir ctiv , to d t rmin if [ had committ d
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“child abus .” CPS imm diat ly r qu st d an int rvi w with th family, and I did not cons nt.
Th n CPS propos d a “walk through” of our hom , and I did not cons nt.

12. Shortly th r aft r,in arly March 2022, I provid dth CPSinv stigator withal tt r
from Whitl y’s psychiatrist, whom Whitl y hass nfors v raly ars, confirming that Whitl y is
not r ¢ iving any g nd r-affirming m dical car . Although this I tt r should hav nd d th
inv stigation and th additional intrusion into our privacy and family int grity and my par ntal
rights, it did not.

13. Aft r I provid d th 1 tt r confirming Whitl y is not r ¢ iving g nd r-affirming
m dical car , CPS continu d to inv stigat . Without my prior knowl dg , a CPS inv stigator
contact d a t ach r at Whitl y’s middl school to ask about Whitl y. Th t ach r told m th y
w r contact d and that th y told th inv stigator Whitl y is w 1l car d for and Whitl y’s v ry
n disb ingm t. Th y also shar d that th y told th inv stigator that th y had call d CPS about
oth r stud nts th y susp ¢t d w r suff ring from abus at hom , butr ¢ iv d no r spons , and
thatth y w r worri d about thos stud nts and not Whitl y.

14. I work d as a schoolt ach r for a numb r of y ars throughout my car r, including
in T xas schools. I hav r ¢ iv d doz ns of trainings on a t ach r’s obligations as a mandatory
r port 1, including thos in T xas. I know firsthand how important it is for childr n who ar
suff ring from abus tob saf atschoolandtos schoolp rsonn Iassaf p opl to whomth y
candisclos ifth yar xp ri ncingharmbyapar nt. Asat ach r,Ir li donCPStoh Ipstud nts
who suff r d from abus at hom .

15. Th Attorn y G n ral’s opinion, th Gov ror’sdir ctiv ,and DFPS’s actions hav
damag d this critical rol of t ach rs and th school as saf spac s. Now with DFPS’s d cision to

p rs cut par nts who ar loving and affirming of th ir childr n, and Gov rnor Abbott’s att mpt
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tow aponiz mandatoryr port rs, childr nno long rknow wh th rt ach rsand school p rsonn 1
ar saf p opl toshar withorwh th rm r ly talking about or qu stioning who th y ar at school
willr sultin aninv stigation into th ir par nts. Th s actions by our top gov rnm nt officials, and
th h ad of ourchild w Ifar ag ncy,hav caus dm tolos faithinaproc ssItrust dasat ach r,
par nt, and community m mb r. Th whol situation has flipp d th child w Ifar syst m on its
h ad.

16. Giv nth p nding inv stigation looming ov r our family, [was xtr m lyr li v d
wh nth Travis County District Court issu d a stat wid injunction in th Doe v. Abbott lawsuit.
Wh nth T xas Supr m Court r ¢ ntly limit d th injunction to only th plaintiffs in Doe v.
Abbott, my panic and f ar for th w Ifar of Whitl y cam rushing back.

17. Soon aft r th stat wid injunction was limit d, on May 19, 2022, a CPS
inv stigator contact d my attorn y and ask d m to sch dul a “vi wing” of Whitl y. Th
inv stigator propos d that I tak Whitl y to a public plac , such as a public park, so that CPS
inv stigators could obs rv  Whitl y from afar. According to th m, I could som how do so without
Whitl y knowing. It fus d. I hav noid a what possibl purpos this “vi wing” coulds rv oth r
than furth r harassing my family and intruding into our privacy.

18. All this crystaliz d for m , that I, unb li vably, r ally was still subj ct to
inv stigation and, according to DFPS, I would hav to subj ct my family to additional harm and
intrusion into our liv s for th m to mov forward. That would includ DFPS making a
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d t rmination wh th r I am “abusiv ” and possibly r moving Whitl y or closing th cas in som
oth r way.

19. Through my attorn y, I anxiously await th inv stigation’s n xt st ps, which, as |

und rstand it, may includ DFPS s king a court ord r to contact or int rvi w Whitl y or to obtain
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furth rinformation or r cords without my cons nt. This prosp ctt rrifi sm . hav notinform d
Whitl y about th inv stigation b caus it is wholly unwarrant d, and prior to this most r ¢ nt call
from CPS, I hop d it would notr quir Whitl y’s involv m nt and I could prot ctth m from th
harm of unwarrant d and invasiv , highly p rsonal qu stions about th ir xploration of
transitioning and wh th r th y ar r ¢ iving h alth car . Now it app ars it will, unl ss th
inv stigation is stopp d through this litigation by PFLAG on b half of m mb rs lik m . My
attorn y has r gularly contact d DFPS and ask d th m to ¢ as th inv stigation but has not
r ¢ iv dawritt nr spons tothos r qu sts. As of today, DFPS’s inv stigation of my family for
child abus r mains op n.

20. Also, and most importantly, Whitl y has b n doing b tt r, which is a positiv
chang . About a y ar ago, th y mad an att mpt to tak th ir own lif du to past trauma,
chall ng s around id ntity xploration, and soci tal xp ctations and r spons to g nd rid ntity.
Whitl y’s EDMR th rapist has told m that, in th ir prof ssional m dical opinion, Whitl y’s
participation inth inv stigation would b traumatic and pos a significant risk of a crisis for th m.
This would und rmin all th substantial progr ssth y hav mad ov rth pasty ar.

21. Whil Whitl y has improv d so much sinc last y ar, th Attorn y G n ral’s
opinion and Gov rnor’s dir ctiv , along with DFPS’s impl m ntation of th s , hav caus d a
significant amount of str ss, anxi ty, and f ar for our family. Whitl y hasb n traumatiz d by th
prosp ct that th y could b pr v nt d from obtaining g nd r-affirming car if that mom nt
pr s nts its If and is n ¢ ssary and r comm nd d by Whitl y’s m dical provid rs at som point
in th futur . Both of my childr nr p at dly ask m if w must mov orifth y willb both b

r mov d from my car . Th str ss has tak n a notic abl toll on both of th m. Whitl y is now
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moodi 1, str ss d, and ov rwh Im drath rthanth joyful, happy Whitl yIsolov tos andwas
s ingr gularly b for Attorn y G n ral Paxton’s opinion and Gov rnor Abbott’s dir ctiv .

22. For xampl , approximat ly on w k aft r th Gov rnor’s dir ctiv was issu d,
Whitl y sudd nly stopp d dr ssing in st r otypically f minin attir at school. Wh n I ask d why
th y had chang dth irstyl ofdr ss,th ytold m thatth ydidnotf 1saf ,andth yw r afraid
that som on wouldr port m to CPS ifth y continu dtow ar st r otypically f minin clothing.

23. I am similarly fill d with anxi ty and worry. I am in constant f ar that CPS
inv stigators will show up at Whitl y’s school or our hom and notify Whitl y of th inv stigation,
which will caus th m furth r str ss and trauma. I was particularly conc rm d about DFPS’s
proposal that Whitl y would not hav to know about a ““vi wing” by CPS.1b 1i v thatth r must
b trust b tw n a par nt and th ir child, and if I took Whitl y to a public plac to b s cr tly
obs rv d by a CPS official, it would for v r harm our bond and th ir trust in m to know I had
d c iv d th m. Also, it is absurd to think that w would b abl to “stag a vi wing” without
Whitl y knowing that som thing is happ ning.

24, IThav liv din T xas my whol lif apart from fiv y ars in anoth r stat . Whitl y
and my oth rchildw r bornin T xas. W do not wish to mov outofth stat ifitcanb avoid d.
Moving would n gativ ly impact my mploym nt and s parat Whitl y from th doctors and
th rapists that hav provid d th m so much support. Th y would also hav to chang th ir school,
which has b n supportiv . T xas is our hom . W ar part of a community, compris d of family
and fri nds thathav b nsupportiv and affirming of Whitl y’s xploration of th ir id ntity. Our
family is as much a part of T xas as any oth r family, and Whitl y has th sam right to b

th ms Iv s as any oth r youth in this stat .
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25. I worry not only about th multitud of harms caus d to my own family through
impl m ntation of th Attorn y G n ral’s opinion and Gov rnor’s 1 tt r. I also worry about th
ff ct that th action by DFPS, th Gov mor, and th Attorn y G n ral will hav on transg nd r
youth and th ir famili s, includingth oth rm mb rs of PFLAG who, lik m , hav childr n who
ar | arning about who th y ar or id ntify or xpr ss th ms Iv s in ways that ar vi w d by
soci ty as inconsist nt with th ir s x assign d at birth.

26. Th actions by DFPS, th Gov rnor, and th Attorn y G n ral thr at nth h alth
and w 1llb ing of transg nd r and nonbinary youth and thos , lik Whitl y, trying to saf ly xplor

th ir id ntity, and th int grity of oth r famili s lik ours.

Id clar und rp nalty of p rjury that th for goingistru and corr ct.

Ex cut d this 6th day of Jun 2022 in Travis County, T xas.

DocuSigned by:

Samantla Por

3CAQ48EE5171498

Samantha Po




