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Dear Dr. R.\.cc

Over the pa.xt severzl months onnamed Administration
eccounts thet deteimecs hald by the United Statog in G op ierremsm bave been subjecred s
"rress end durear” imarrogarion techniqued, inclhudingrestings) laypthy sleap and food
deprivation, and being sbackled in painfil positions for &iteaded pariods of time. Our
vndergtending is that these putoments pertain in particelas to intarogations conducted by tae
Ceaal Intelligance Agency in Afghenistan 2ad other locations cujside the United States.
Officials have also stated that dotzinecs have been transfered for iltarugation to govemments
thas routmely torters prisaucts.

ials heve suggested in soverel press

These assertions have bean reparted sxtengvely in the intapational media i weys that could
uwndermins the credibility of American offorts to combat tortire and promiote the ruie of (ayw,
rertiaglerly in the Islamie warld

1 approcista President Buah's statement, during his recent meeting with UN, High Commissianny
for Hurnan Rights Sergia De Mells, that the United States does not, &5 & matter of policy,
prectics tortae, 1 also commend the Administranion fir its willingneas to mest with and respend
1o the conoarns of Ieading human rights arganizations about reports of Mistreatment of detainces.
At the eame time, I believe the Administration's yespanse thus for, including in & rogess lewer 1o
Humar Rights Walch from Department of Defepse Gencral Counsel Wﬁ:liam Haynes, while
helpfitl, Jeaves itmportsant questions wahasered.

o f
The Admivdstration understandably decs not wish to catalogpe the intenogation techuigpesvaed
by U.S. parsonnc] {n fighting irfernetinnal terporism. But {t shonid affivm with slerisy tha
Amprica npholds in practice the lews that prohibit the ppecific farms of ristrearmen( rapertad in
reect momths. The need for & clear and thorough response fom the Adminigtration is all the
preater beceusce repernts of mistreatment fuitially aross not fom ourside coxplatms, bt from
prslamnants mado by sdministretion offcinls themeelves, _
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With that in paizd, | would appreciate your answers 1o the foﬂo%grquwdon;;

+ Firet, Mr. Heynes' leTtey states that when guestioning euemy combatents, ULS, pascmnel gro.
required to follow "applicable Jaws prohibiting tortme,” What are thoge loewe? Civen that cie
Unied States hes ratified the Convention Agzinat Tarrure and Other Parms of Cruel, Inhuman or
Degrading Treaunent or Punfshment (CAT), is thic Convention ane of fhose Lrars, and does it
bind U.S. persannel bath insids and outside the Usited Stetes? )

Secopd, doeg the Adminictration aecept that the United States hag e specific ohligarion under the
CAT not © opgage in cruzl, inhuman epd degrading treatment?

Thard, whert the Udited States ratified the CAT, it entered 2 reservation zegarding u prohibinon
on crucl, inburcan and degrading treatment, seting thet it Irterprets Uiis Texm o mean “the cmel,
unusuzl agd inhlumane treatment or punishaent probibdted by the Stk 8th, and/or 1410
sneadments te Ge Constitution.” Arc all U.S, interrogations of eIy eombatats conductad in
A TDEGDET copgistont with this reservation?

Fourth, i ji anceal Counmy Reperts on Human Riphts Practees, the St Department has
repertedly condemncd many of the same “rress and duress” interrogation Tealminues thay 17.5,
pessannal are alleged to have used in Afghasisten, Can you confinm thet the Unired States is mot
arploying the specific methods of intarrogetion that he State Department has condemmed in
countrics such as Egynt, Irom, Frites, Libyz, Jordan and Broma? :

Piftt, the Defonse Depgroment aclmowledgad in March that it was investigating the deaths fom
blunt force injury of two dewminess who were held 2t Bagram 2fr bese m Afghanismn  Whar is
the status of that investigarion md when do you expeet it to be completed? Haa the Defense

" Deparument or the CIA mvestigated any other al]egadons of torhure or mistrestment of
deminees, gnd if so, With whatren?? What steps would be Wkan if any U.S. persopunel wers
fourad 10 bave engspged in unlawfil conduce? :

~ Finally, Mr. Hxynes' |etter offers 2 wWelcame clarification fhat when detinees arc ransfored to ,
ather countries, YU.E. govemment instructions &re to acck end obtain syproprizts assirances thet
sueh encny cormbatanty wre gotteTaacd * How does the Adminisration follow up to determinsf
if thass pledprs of humuane trestment are hapared in practice, partionlarty When the governments -
in question gre known to practice furtre? ' : ,

Ibeliove these questions can be answerod without rovealing sepsitive infrrmeadop or i 2ny way
undermining the fight apeinst infemational teorikm. Defasting terrorism f¢ 2 national serurity
priority, zud no one questions the imparative of subjscring captured toorints 16 thoreugh aud
sgerwsxive futexgogations conslstent Wit the law. - _
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The chellengo w o carry on thiy fight while gphelding the velues and lgws that distingiieh ug
from Uie encuy we we fighting. As President Bush has said, Americs {s not merely sroggling to
defeat 2 terible evil, but to uphold “the permencat rights and the hopes of mankind." I hape you
agree that clerity on this fondamentel question of uman righte and imman digaity is vital m that
larper struggle. ' ’

Thank you for your 2sastance.




