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(30) 1A: Results of Interview -—/271\0605
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FOR OFFlCIAL US LY : o WARNING

Page 1 : 4 ' '  conmnms uvzumwmvmm.oﬁmmmm

HERETO CONTENTS MAY HOT BE DACLOGED TG THE PARTY(R CONGERNED WITHOUT SPECEC
AUTHORIZATION FROM THE NAVAL CRABNAL MVESTIGATIVE GERVICE.

19609 o | @L




10AUGO5-~-MEBJ-0533-71

SUBJ: V/SUMAIDAIE, MO D/CIV (DECEASED)
U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

(35) Sworn Statement of (I 31AuGos.. (Copy ALL)

(36) Sworn Statement of 01SEP05.. (Copy All)

{37) Military Suspect's Acknowledgement and Waiver of Rights for
W/ 015EPO5... (Copy All)

{38) Sworn.Statement of § 045EP05.. (Copy All} '

(39) IA: Evidence to USACIL for Analysis/30AUG0S..(Copy All)

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY _
1. Investigation is based on 2 specific recommendation fro;

¥ GIOU— for Multi-Matioral Corps Irag
Central Command Element, for the Naval Criminal Investigative Service

to conduct an investigation into the circumstances of V/SUMAIDAIE's
death and to determine if foul play was involved. A Reportable
Incident Assessment Team (RIAT) Inquiry, and an AR 15-6 Command
Investigation were previocusly conducted, howevera:.ndicated
unanswered questions remain, warranting additional inquiry. As
background, on 25Jun0S, Marines from Weapons Platoon, Lima Company,
3rd Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment were conducting cordon and knock
operations in the town of Al Shaikh Hadid, Traq, just south of
Haditha Dam. The Marines reported they entered the home of
V/SUMAIDAIE's family and encountered V/SUMAIDAIE in a back bedroom,
brandishing an AK-47 Assault Rifle. NG vsvc, 1 3/25,
the first perSon to enter the room, fired a single round, striking
V/SUMAIDAIE in the neck and killing him. Relatives of V/SUMRIDAIE,
Who were present at the house during the shooting, reported the
‘Marines requested V/SUMAIDAIE lead them to the back bedroom to show
‘them a ceremonial AK-47, rigged to fire blanks only, and the Marines
-killed VISUMAIDAIE in cold blood. V/SUMAIDAIE is reportedly a 21

Based on the discrepancies in the statements from the
relatives and the Marines, and based on unanswered questions in the
previous command inquiries, NCIS has been tasked te conduct a formal
anestlgation in the shooting death of V/SUMAIDAIE.

NARRATIVE . : )
1. This investigation is conducted pursuant to SECNAVINST 5520.3b.
There are no specific statutes or UCMJ Articles that pertain at this

time.
rtini Agent {RA) and Participating Agents {(PA}

On 15Auq05, Repo
* and attempted to conduct a death scene

examination and interviews of V/SUMAIDA'IE's family members in the
town of Al shaikh Hadid, I2; Exhibit (1) pertains.

3. On 15Aug05, RA and SAQEEMEEN intervieweo QNN

regarding his recollection of the events surrounding the shooting
death of V/SUMAIDA'IE; Exhibit (2) pertains. In his statement,
stated he was told by the Corpsman on the mission,
VISUHAIDA'IB met their fire team in the hallway leading to the
bedroom and agreed to show them where the weapon was. V/SUMAIDA'IE
was then shot while in the bedroom.- (BN stated when he read
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the SPOT report the following day, it did not reflect what the
Corpsman had told him, so he felt obligated to inform
the Battalion _. the incident needed looking into.

4. On 21Aug0S, SA-.ntervieHed— 3/25 regarding his

recollection of the incident; Exhibit (3) pertains. ' '

5. on 21aug05, SAQ MM intervieved@N 3/25 regarding his

knowledge of events relevant to this investigation; Exhibit (4)
pertains.

6. On 2lAugh5, SA —interviewec— 3/25 regarding his
knowledge of the death of V/SUMAIDA'IE; Exhibit (5) pertains.

7. On 21Aug0S, —interviewed— 3/25 in regards to
the incident that took.place on 25Jun05; Exhibit (6) pertains.

B. On 22Aug05, SA —1nterv1ewec—, 3/25 regarding his
knowledge of the shooting of V/SUMAIDA'IE during a Cor.don and Knock
Miassion on 25Jun05; Exhibit (7) pertains.

9. on 22aug05, SAEMENEENNinterviewed (NN 3/25 regazding :
the death of V/SUMAIDA'IE, who was k).lled on 25Jun05; Exhibit (8)

pertains.

10. ©n 228ug05, SA- interviewe— 3/25 regarding his

knowledge of V/SUMAIDA'IE's death; Exhibit (9) pertains.

11. On 22Aug0S, RA interviewed (I usy Corpsman, 3/25
regarding his knowledge of V/SUMAIDA'IE'S death on 25Jun0%; Exhibit
{10) pertams

12, On 22Au905,— interviewed — in regards to the
incident that took place on 25Jun05 near Haditha Dam, IZ; Exhibit
(11) pertaxns.

13. On. 23Aug()5¢ SA—mterv:.ewed— 3725
concerning his knowledge or the shooting of V/SUMAIDA'IE during a . . ‘
Cordon and Knock mission on 25Jun05; Exhibit {12} pertains. .
indicated he observed V/SUMAIDA'IE's entry wound through

the front of his neck and the exit wound at the rear of his head. He

also observéd the Marines pull a head dress out of a burean in order

to move the body and V/SUMAIDAYIE being slippery due to all the

biood. indicated he did not see a camera or any flashes

of photos being taken, but remembered people talking about moving the

body for better shots. '

14. On 23Aug0s, S_interviewe_" 3/25 concerning
his knowledge of 3/25's mission on 25Jun0S% in which an Iragi was
shot; Exhibit (13) pertains,.

15. On 23Aug05, SA W o vicve AR / 2 5 regarding the
death of V/SUMAIDA'IE, who was killed on 25Jun0%, during the search
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of his parent's residence by Marines of 3/25; Exhibit {14) pertains.,

state asked him to perform gunshot

residue analysis on V/SUMAIDA'IE's hands. He stated he asked

to dssist. ] stated while he was in the room,

@ cntered vwith a camera, however he could not get the camera to
work, and was sure he did not take any photos of VISUMAI‘DA'IB._

“16. On 23Aug0s, - inteiviewer— in regards to tha
incident that took place on 25Jun05; Exhibit ({15) pertains. ' :

17. on 24Aug05, S_interviewed_ usN Cofpsman. 3/25
concerning his knowledge of the shooting of an Iraqi during a 25Jun05 :
mission in the vicinity of Haditha, IZ; Exhibit (16} pertains.

18. On 24Aug0S, SA (NN interviewed USN Corpsman,
3/25 concerning his knowledge of the shooting of V/SUMAIDA'IE on
25Junl05; Exhibit (17) pertams. _

19. On 242ug05, RA interv:l.ewed— §~2, 3/25 regarding his
- knowledge of the circumstances surrounding the shooting death of
V/SUMAIDA IE on 25Jun05, Exhibit {18) pertains. indicated he
was the - and conducted the debrief of the

qad—  after the
incident. stated he did not hear any discrepancies in the-

debrief and specifically asked in photos were taken, and he
Andicated that none were.

20. on 242ug05, SANMMNER: te:viewed (NN concerning his

- )knowledge of the shooting of an Iraqi male during a Cordon and Knock
Patrol in Haditha on 25Jun05; Exhibit (13%) pertains.
_md:.cat:ed he was in the house and talked to the Corpsman’ immediately
after the shooting. . The Doc informed him that* entered a
room and saw a male standing in the room holding an AK-47 and he was
turning towards- with the weapon by his hip as he was turning.

--shot him as he was turnmg towards him with the weapon.

21. On 24Augos, —interuewe 3/25 in regards
to the incident that’ took place on 25.Jun05. Exh;b:.r. (20) pertains.

22. On 25Aug0s, sa— 1nterv1ewed— 3/25 _ {
concerning his knowledge of the shooting that accurred on 25JunQ5 in '

the Haditha Pam Village, Exhibit (21) pe:tams.

23. On 25Rug03, SA- interviewed—,' 3/25 regarding the
Lima Company mission on 25Jun05 that resulted in V/SUMAIDA'IE's
death; Exhibit (22} pertams.

24. On 25Aug0S, RA mterviewed— 3/25 _

regarding his knowledge of the circumstances surrounding the shooting
death of V/SUMAIDA'IE on 25Jun05; Exhibit {23) pertains.
stated he generated the SPOT report sent to Regiment regarding ‘the
shooting, and it was based on his debrief of (i lfatter they
arrived back at the Dam. _tated he specifically aske
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to take photos while at the scene, and even if he did not ask, Squad
Leaders usually know to take photos of an incidept such as this.
stated he did not know why iR did not have photos of the
incident when he returned to the Dam.

25. On 25Aug05, RA interviewed (NINENEER 3/2s IS
regarding his knowledge of the shooting death of V/SUMAIDA'IE; :
Exhibit (24} pertains.

26. On 25Aug05, RA interviewed ., 3/25 regarding the
shooting death of V/SUMAIDA'IE, shot and killed by US Marines on
25Jun(05; Exhibit (25} pertains.

27. on 258ug05, SA QNN interviewed (NININNGEEENG 3/25

concerning the death of V/SUMAIDA'IE on 25Jun05; Exhibit (26)
pertains. stated he had his personal camera in his
‘vehicle, however it had been broken for approximately 3 months and he
never removed it from the vehicle to use it. He stated the lens
would not extend and the camera would 1mmediately power off. He
stated he did not think the camera stayed on long encugh for the
flash to go off.. When he heard had attempted tc use the camera
to take photos of the incident, he went to inform him it did not
work. The camera was then placed back in his vehicle, and he never
saw photos of the incident on the camera.

28. On 26Aug05, RA interviewe HET Team, 3/25 concerning
his knowledge of the shooting death of V/SUMAIDA'IE; Exhibit (27)
pertains. hstated he was asked by to investigate the
4ncident since he had the. only interpreter on the scene. stated
‘when he’ f.l.rsr. asked the family if anyone else was in the house, they
stated "No®. When he retrieved thé ID card from V/SUMAIDA'IE -and
" showed the elder woman the picture, it was only then that she stated
V/SUMAIDA'IE was in the house with .the Marines, and he was showing
the Marines a weapon.

29. ©On 26AugDS5, SA—lnﬁerVLEWEd USN Corpsman,
3/25 concerning the death of V/SUMAIDA'IE, l-'.‘.xhlb:.t (28) pertains.

30. On 26Aug05. SA_;nterviewed_ USN Corpsman,

3/25 to detérmine if he had any knowledge regarding the death of
V/SUMAIDA'IE; Exhibit (29) pertains.

31. On 27Aug05, RA interviewed (ESNINMNNR sy Corpsman, 3/25

regarding the shooting death of V/SUMAIDA'IE, killed on 25Jun(5;
Exbibit (30) pertains.

32. on 27hug05, sANNENEN interuewed— USN Corpsman,

3/25 to determine if he had any relevant information regarding the
death of V/SUMAIDA'IE; Exhibit (31) pertains.

33. On 28Aug05, RA 1nterv1ewed— 3/25 -

_ reqgaxding his knowledge of the ¢ircumstances surrounding
the shooting death of V/SUMAIDA'IE on 25Jun05; Exhibit {32) pertains.

FOR OFFICIAL USE , | o WARNIHG

Page 5 CONTENT MAY E DARCLORED OMLY TO SERBON WHOBE OPFICIAL DUTIES RECUFP ACCESS
. HERETO. GONTENTS MAY NOT BE DACLOGERD TO THE PANTY(S) CONGERNED WITHOUT SPECKIC

e s T A (Q
| 196‘13 | G(?%Q/




10AUGOS5-MEBI-0533—TH

SUBJ: V/SUMAIDAIE, woll ED/CIV (DECEASED)
U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

34. On 30Rug5, RA interviewed— USN Cocrpsman, 3/25
concerning his knowledge of the shooting death of V/SUMAIDA'IE;
Exhibit (33) pertains. @ llstated his team entered the house
and he saw a computer in the first rcom so he went to analyze it.
Before he could turn it on, however he heard the shot from an M16,
then heard (R c21l out, MR He checked V/SUMAIDA'IE's
vitals however found none. He located an exit wound in the back of .
V/SUMAIDA'IE's head, however could not locate an entry wound due to

all the blood. (R specifically stated they did not encounter

anyone in the hallway after the family was taken outside, and no

.Iraqi led them to a back bedroom. (NJ:stated he observed

attempt to. take photos of V/SUMAIDA'IE, however the camera did not

‘also stated he did not have any conversations with-

land specifically never told him they had encountered

V/SUMATDA'IE in the hallway prior to him being shot.

35. On 30Aug05, RA and interv;ewed_Sl?S concernlng his
knouledge of the shooting death of V/SUMAIDA'IE; Exhibit ({(34)
pertains. stated he entered the first bedroom off the hallway
“and never éncéuntered an Iragi in the hallway. He Stated he heard
_ yell»cw_ somethinq Just prior to hearing a gunshot, and
: then saw run past the room he was searching. He
- initially thought U 'was shot, however when he arrived at the (
back bedroom, saw V/SUMAIDA'IE on the floor in a pool of blood, He
was then ordered to the roof to provide sev:urity.

86 On 31Auq05, RA and SA-mtervxewed— 3/25
‘concerning his krowledge of the shooting death of V/SUMAIDA'IE on
-25Jun05; Exhibit. (35} - pert:a.ms. stated he questioned the
tfam;.ly prior to entering t.he house, and specifically asked them
: severa]. tunes i€ th, pons in the house ot any" ;
addu.txonal people in t o B and'to each question :eceived a -
negative response. - stated he did not see V/SUMAIDA'IE with the
rest of the family prior to be:.ng shot in a back bedroom. d
stated he wag in the hallway just prior to—shootlng his weapon
and turned the cor_ner -into the bedroom just in time to see the round
strike VISUMA I,E, which spun him around, and he landed on the
flooxr onAhis st ' :st.ated he saw an AK-47 in his left hand,
and order ﬂ L . after the shoot, to make sure it was
safe. He saw ‘ove a magazine from the weapon. -further
stated asked him to take ‘photos of the scene, so he
grabbed—camera from his vehicle. When he attempted
to take photos with the camera, he remembered seeing the flash go
off, but did not see photos in the digital ‘display, and when he -
brought the camera outside to shol he could not locate the
photos he ‘had just taken. At that time HET arrived, and he and
aareed that HET would probably take photos of the scéne, so he di—d
not return to the house to attampt more photos.

37. On OISep05. RA and SA— mterva.ewed_ reqardmg his
knowledge of tlhie death of an Traqi male on 25Jun05; Exhibit (36)

pertains. —was first advised of his Article 31B rights, to

which he waived; Exhibit (37) pertains. —stat_ed— asked
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the family if there were any' weapons or people in the house, and they
all said "No®. He did not see V/SUMAIDA'IE with the rest of the
family. stated he began searching the house and was third in
line. ntered the first room to the left to analyze a
computer. R then entered the second room on the left and

stated he turned right ‘down a hallway toward the last bedroom. When
he turned the corner into the room he saw an Iragi Male standing
there with an AK~47 pointed directly at him. He stated he reacted by
raising his own weapon, shouting "Gun, gun, gun" and then firing. He
turned to exit the room, and- told him to go and clear the AK.
He removed the magazine from the AK and found it was empty. He then
checked the chamher and it was also empty. He was then ordered out
to talk toQJ M} 2rd that was the last of his involvement.

38. On 04Sep05, RA and SAWQENER re-intervieved (NENENGERER

regarding his previous statement, where he indicated{ R4
him V/SUMAIDA'IE met them in the hallway prior to leading them to the
weapon; Exhibit {38) pertains. During this interv’ieh
could not specifically remember with whom he talked, and was not sure
if it was the Corpsman or QMMM the person who entered the room
right afteri Regarding photographs, stated he was
confidant pictures were taken in the room to recreate the shooting,

. however he is not sure who took thenm, :

39.: On 28Aug05, RA submitted evidentiary items to the US Army
Criminal Investigation Laboratory, for ballistic analysis and
“pomparison; Exhibit (39) pertains.

. Attempts. are currently underway to interview the

: gh. 1% also attempting to-schedule an

' j_nterviau wWith the’ SUMAIDA' 1E family, however they have communicated
that the atmosphere in their village is that of fear and
intimidation, and insurgénts have executed local Iraqi suspected of
dealing with the Americans. :

This investigation is still pending the interview of both
‘ fand his fa_mily, obtaining authorization for the exhumation
and autopsy of V/SUMAIDA'IE, and analysis results from USACIL.

41.

PARTICIPANTS |
N NCIS Special Agent, Camp Tagaddum, IZ

NCIS Special Agent, Camp Fallujah, IZ
_ B NCIS Special Agent, Al Asad Airbase, IZ
_ Criminal . Investigator, 2ndMP Battalion, Al Asad, 1Z

DISTRIBUTION
NCISHQ: 00238
INFO: MEBJ
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U.s. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION 20AUGOS
CONTROL: 10AUGO5~MEBJ-0533-THMA

V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV
M/W/FNIZ/N///IRAQ

ATTEMPT TO CONDUCT DSE AND FAMILY INTERVIEWS

1. On 15Aug05, an attempt was made to conduct a death scene
examinatlion and conduct interviews of V/SUMAIDA'IE's family members ' .
who were present at the residence at the time V/SUMAIDA'IE was |
killed. Reporting Agent (RA) and Participating Agents met with

Command personnel from 3rd Battalion, 25th Marines (3/25), at their

firm base at Haditha Dam, Trag. The Command personnel inc_luded.

Battalion
By Lina Co, 3/25;

ivil Affairs Group, 3/25;
Lima Co, 3/25 andj

—— 3z .

2. As background, the NCIS mission objectives were to conduct a
death scene examination of the residence to include:

a. Verify the location of the residence.:

h. Prepare a detailed sketch of the residence and of the room
where the shooting occurred. - : |

c. Take documentary photographs of the scene. .

d. Obtain measurements of the room. ;

e. Trx-angulate the location of the ”dresser where the famlly
members claim a bullet fragment was recovered.

£. Locate and’ tri-angulate any suspected bullet holes found in
the dresser or anywhere else in the room, for trajectory
analysis.

g. Attempt to locate and recover any addltlonal bullet
fragments.

3. Additional NCIS mission objectives were to conduct interviews
with all family members on scene to attempt to clarify previously
reported information and to solicit the family's permission, in the
presence of appropriate Iragi judicial personnel, to conduct an
exhumat ion of V/SUMAIDA'IE. The final mission cbjective was to
attempt to verify the location of V/SUMAIDA‘IE's grave. It was
estimated that NCIS personnel would need approximately three hours at
the residence to accomplish the objectives.

4. —conducted an Operations Brief, which identified the
route of travel to the objective, scheme of maneuver to securing the

objective and relevant threats in the area. 7 then

conducted an intelligence brief, detailing significant threat

information including static Improvised Explosive Devices (IED) and

suspected Vehicle Borne IED's (VBIED), operating in the area.

Additionally, Indirect Fire (IDF} from mortars and xockets were a
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significant threat in the Haditha area. The road leading from the
kaditha Dam into the town of Haditha was identified as being:
extremely hazardous due to the continuous emplacements of IED's,
therefore alternate routes to the objective were explored.

5. Delay in air support caused a delay in the NCIS Agents arriving
at Haditha Dam on time. This caused a delay in departing from
Haditha Dam to the objective. At approximately 1445, 15Aug05, 3/25
Assets and NCIS personnel departed Haditha Dam for the objective.
3/25 provided over 100 personnel and supporting vehicles in varying
roles for the execution of the NCIS mission.

6. At approximately 1515, 15AUG05, Marine Engineers began sweeping
the travel route and encountered a suspected IED, identified as 155mm
artillery round with wires protruding from it. The Explosive
Ordnance Disposal (EOD) team was summoned from the 3/25 firm base at
Haditha Dam, which consisted of a security team and an additional 20
personnel. to support their mission. .

7. EOD PeISOnnel successfully blew the IED in place at approxlmately
1100 however, enqineers woulid Stlll have to sweep an additional 700
meters to the objective. It was est;mated this evolution would take
a minimum of 45 minutes before the team would reach the objective,
assuning no additional suspect dev;oes were encountered., USMC and

: Iraql personnel would then have to secure a perimeter around the
objective and clear the residence before NCIS personnel could begin
“their mission. This would leave less than one hour for NCIS
personnel to conduct the death scene examination and complete
interviews of family members. Due to the time constraints, the
decision was made to return to Haditha Dam at 1725, to ensure the
patrol could make it back before nightfall, as the risk of hostile
contact with increased signifxcantly.‘ B

8. Upon returning to base,
3/25, informed RA ang Participant ‘Agent bf a vehicle which .
parked on the main road. to the Dam, pogsibly 1n anticipation of the
patrol's return trip. The vehicle parked in such a manner that it
artially blocked the road and would have caused traffic to slow.
hexplained this vehicle road had been scanned earlicr in the day
and was .clear of obstructions, -related they suspected this
vehicle was a VBIED that was placed on the road after insurgent
forces observed the NETS patrol halted outside the town, and had the

patrol not taken an alternate route back teo the Dam, would have
likely encountered this VBIED, _

PARTICIPATING AGENTS

Special Agent, NCIS, Bl Asad, 12

Special Agent, NCIS, Camp Fallujah, I1Z
Cr1mina1 Investigator. 2dMPBn, Al Asad, 1Z .

REPORTED BY: — SPECIAL AGENT

OFFICB'_ NCI1S, CAME TAQADDUH, 12
FOR OFFICIAL us
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STATEMENT

Place: H&S Company, S4 Shop, Camp Haditha Dam, Irag
Date: 15AUG05S - -

‘l UUSMC, make the following free and voluntary statement to Special
Agen whom I know to be a representative of the United States Naval Criminal
Investigative Service. 1 make this statement of my own free will and without any threats made against

me or promises extended. I fully understand that this statement js given concerning my knowledge of:
the shooting incident on 25Jun0S, in Haditha Dam City, lraq— :

v — ——,

qOr purposes of idennf' cation, I am a_curremly assigned to Headquarlers and
Support Company, 3" Battalion, 25" Marine Regiment, forward deployed to Al Asad Airbase, Iraq in

rt of Operation Iraqi Freedom. My social security number iSSNENNREE my date of birth is
&nd my place of birth id

ﬂ: 25Jun(5, [ was the S-4 representative tasked to photograph the barriers at the elementary school in
Haditha, so that we could eventually relocate them to Camp Hit. Because 3/25 did not have the assets
for two separate missions,.] atgmented with a Cordon and Knock mission operating on River Road in
Hadita Dam City. I remember I was on one side of River Road, accompanied by a Fire Team of
Marines, one of whom wa- This team was very professional in the way they related to
the Iragis. QM vould knock on the house, introduce himself, let the Iragis know that we were parl

- of patrol in their neighborhood, and that we would like to search their house for insurgents and
weapons caches. We were always well received. At one point during the patrol, however our paths
. crossed with the patrol operating on the other side of the street, and I overheard that patrol being very.
. disrespectful to the Iraqis. For instance, on one occasion, we encountered two Iragi Males, and the US
:Patrol made the comment, “Oh, are you two gay lovers?” and began making hand gestures as if they
Were. sleepmg with each other. On another octasion; we encountered fema[es, and the same’ Marines
would make comments like, “Hey, do you want to have a threesome?” 1 am-sure the Tragis did not
understand the Marines, but still it seemed amateurish and disrespectful to me g

qaler, we eventually made our way to the last two houses on River Road North, adjacent to an alley.
My patrol cleared one house, and the other patrol cleared the other. When we emerged from our
house, we observed a commotion at the other house, and someone came across the streef and said,
“Did you hear, we shot an Iraqi.” verheard this and made the comment, “Oh, shit.” We
all walked across the street to investigate. _contacted HET and his interpreter and they went to
question the family. At no time did I observe anyone either the HET or his interpreter put his hands on

anyon'

W tha poml,—indicaled that we needed 10 do a gun residue test on the hands of the victim, so he
and I went into the room where the dead Iragi lay. When we entered the room, [ remember he was :

lying on his stomach, his head away from us toward the window, his face turned toward the lefi side of
his body and one arm tucked underneath. He had completely bled out, because there was blood
covering the entire cement floor. 1 do not remember secing the weapon he reportedly pointed afiijil}
i d I were the only two people in the room at that time. I was sitting on a bed
adjacent to the body, whilqJlberformed the gun residue test, He did not need to rol the body
over, he simply positioned the hands to where he could administer the test. and only moved the body

slightly to get one arm from undemeathqggl}
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i 8/16/2005
, _

Wi the test was being conducted, several Marines entered the room. I do not remember their names,
and to this day if I saw them, [ would not remember them. After{fjj] ompleted the gun residue
test, which had negative results for gun residue, the Marines that had entered the room, began taking
photographs of the dead Iragi. ] remember they indicated they were instructed to re-create the situation

bserved at the time of the shooting, so they placed the AK-47 in the hands of the Iragi and
then took 3 or 4 photos. They rolled the body on its side at one point to try to photograph the wound in
his neck, but they did not roll him completely over. 1 remember the Marine who was taking the photos
stood up looking at the digital camera, and said, “Got it.” [ do not remember where the weapon came
from, but | do not remember seeing it in the room when we entered. 1also do not know who the
Marine was that took the photos, but I am absolutety sure photos were taken, because 1 was sitting in
the room while they were being taken. The Marines who took the pictures handled the body
respectfully and { did not see them do or say anything that I would consider to be inappropriate. @i

@hen departed the room and sat on the stairwell adjacent to the bedroom. While I was sitting there,
one of (RNSNEENIE on our patrol approached me and we began talking about our day leading up to
the shooting. Ido riot recall the name of QA who approached me but I think he was the only .
W assighed o our patrol. 1remémber it was a casual conversation, and (NN did not TN
- approach me as if something seemed off in the way the shooting went down, but [ remember his
recollection of the event was different than the SPOT Report that came out later. (NN told
~ me he was a part of the patrol that entered this house. Upon entering, they encountered the family
sitting in the living room. They introduced themselves and asked everyone to exit onto the patio while
ti y conducted a search for insurgents and weapons. Once the family was out on the patio i}
, asked them if there were any more people or any weapons inside the house, to which they
received a “no” reply to both questions. They then asked the family to stay there on the patio, while
they searched the house. Upon entering the house, they passed through the living room; which leads -
into a hallway. Upon entering the hallway they ericountered a Military-Aged Male (MAM) in the ‘ i
hallway, and they stopped him and asked him what he was domg They asked him if there were any
weapons in the house, and he replied, yes there is one weapon in the house, and he indicated he would
take us to it. According t6 what th4ij il to!d me,_and-followed the MAM
down the hallway and into a room, while th— was entering the living room to analyze a
computer in there, T_ told me he had just entered the living room, when he heard the shot
from the bedroom and he ran to investigate. Again, at the time th was telling me this
information; I did not think anything was wrong with the shoot. Ijust thought, somehow the MAM
startled_when he brought the weapon out or presented a situation in whxch_felt
threatened, forcmg him to defend hlmsel_

‘\ll the Marines in the house eventually cleared out, and I was outs:de when the HET team walked with
the mother into the alley, away from the family, to inform her that her son was dead. The mother
became hysterical, screaming and pulling at her clothes and clawing at her face, and then the family — ~
began doing the same. | have never seen anything like that before. The Marines loaded up at that time
and returned to base. Later, I happened upon the SPOT Report detailing the encounter and it did not
reflect what ad told me earlier. The SPOT Report indicateciJIlBhappened upon the
MAM already in the toom with the AK-47 leveled at him, and he fired in self-defense. 1 contacted
the GORMINNNRY i the Command Operations Center (COC) during the incident.
and asked about the differing reports. (Il informed me there were other anomalies, in that when
he asked for the parties to the incident to come to COC for a debrief immediately upon their retu:m,- /]?/
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ﬂey did not come forward for approximately 6 hours after returning to base. When they did finally
show, the only Marines present weré now GySgt), the(illIN

}, and ot the shooter or the other witnesses Iso informed me that he spoke to
about looking deeper into the incident. Since only
were the only two Marines being debriefed, it’s possible they did not know of

tﬂmﬂ of what occurred, which could explain why the SPOT report was different
from accounyggi} ,
"he next day, I personal ly contacted NN .. bartahon | and related

what ! had heard about the incident and that it was different from what was reported in the SPOT
Report —told me he would take care of it. Around mid-July, hsked me fo
write a statement régarding the incident, so 1 sent him an.email detailing what I observed and what

told me about the mc:dent and shortly thereafter a full-b!own comrnand mvestlgatlon was

;mmate_-- I T R
'I serve as fh-ln the S-4 and I do not normﬁlly g0 out on patrol. 1 m‘sélf_ have

personally not been involved. in any shootings out here. 1 have not spoken to th -about thzs
incident since the first time we spoke outside the house the night of the shooting: I am positive 1.-
witnessed Marines from Lima 3/25 take photos of the victim. The camera [ saw was definitely a
digital camera. Tt was asmall snap and shoot camera but I don’t know what kind. [ wouid assume :
those pictures would have been turned into the CO_ C s '

‘am absolutely confident about what tl— told me happened in the house. On ascaleof I -
:10; with 10 being the most positive, 1 rate my confidence as a 9 in that I heard tl—tell me
:they encountered the male a]one in: the house aﬁer they made entr;.r and that he was escomng them to a
room wnth a weapen : . SRS : Co o

‘us statement was prepared for me by Speclal Agent—as we dlscussed 1ts contents.
No threats or promises have been made to me. This statement consists of this and _2  other pages. !

have read and understood the above statement. 1 have been given the opportunity to make any changes
or corrections I desired, and have placed my initials over the changes or corrections. This statement is
the truth, to the best of my knowledge, recollection and behef-

Signatureg

IO S dﬁ.*‘k.;,.g{? R s

Sworn to and suﬁséﬁbed beforé mé, this [,é day of Aﬂ(,—uS"ﬂ m the yea: 9-005 at
- CAW'P ttAo Tl 4 bﬁm :rrmcsL\

W:tness : =~
Represenmnve. Navnl Crimindt Inyestigalive Servi
AUTHORITY: Derived from Ast g Lkt UcMy,
c (10 US.C.936)and 5 U.S.C. 303
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| STATEMENT

Place: Naval Cnmma! Investigative Service, Bldg 104, Al Asad Airbase, Iraq
Date: 21Aug05 .

I, ] make the following free and voluntary statement fo Special Agent
m be a representative of the United States Naval Criminal Investigative

Service. I make this statement of my own free will and without any threats made against me ot

promises extended. I fully understand that this statement is given concerning my knowledge o_

’ For purposes of identification, | am Il currently assigned to Weapons Platoon Lima Co 325,
- which is forward deiloied to Haditha Dam, Iraq in suppogt of Operation Iraqi Freedom. My social

~ security number is , my date of birth i my place of birth i
1 an-nches tall and{iijpounds, wit{IEE: eyes and-hal _

“Thave been in the reserves since October, 2004. I was active duty from 1986-1990. My last duty

station was Camp Lejeune, I was with 1* Battalion 8% Marines. After I got off active duty [ eventuffiy
became a F weﬁghterll’a:ramed:c in Columbus, OH. My MOS is assault man. ‘It is infantry plus

explosives and anti-tank and things like that. I didn’t have a secondary MOS. This is my first tour in

Iraq and I got here the first week of March and am scheduled to leave the last week of September.

During my deployment I have been on approxnmately 30-50 combat missions. When we go out with

the Humvees ] usually drive. There have been occasions when we don’t take the humvees that I don’t

drive. lama unner on those occasions. I have shot at insurgent while here, but I don’t know if

I have killed anyone. The majority of the missions I have on are cordon and knock, where we

sea‘rch house's lfdon’t kn‘ow the exact number. ‘ﬂ o cpc&oﬁ ‘.’#'*Qd’

Ona cordon and knock we generally knock on the door and ask all the people in the house to come out
wow . of the house and we will go in and search their house.. We look for weapons, false ID;s, anythmg that -

" would I find itisurgents, but mainly weapons. The siandard is that every house is allowed one
AK-47 petAnan in the household. Most houses we don’t know until we talk to them if they have a
weapon or adult male living in the house. Usually we have an interpreter for each platoon or section.
We usually use hand signals to communicate with the local Iraqi’s. We knew how to ask for the things
we need and they know what we are asking for because they have been through it before. For the most
part we fumble through it. ‘When the family is brought out there is usually one guy waichmg the
family while the team enters and searches the housé. When they let us know that there is a wedpon in
the house they show us where it is by pointing to the closet or room or wherever it is. Sometimes we
have the Iraqi Army there so when they are there we use them to communicate. ﬁ'

an
know_hat well and he has left since the incident to go to Hit, IZ. Usually, but not all the
Y-

all in my platoon. ! am good friends with all them. Ididn’t

time, we are all on missions together. were in a different Humvee
than mine. I hac-nd two more; but I don’t remember who else. 1 don’t know of any of those
guys having any problems in the past. 1 think they are all really good Marines
good Corpsman. I don’t think they would do anythmg illegal or wrong. -

‘m day of the incident we had a warmng order the mommg before we left lt is the brief before we

leave. I'm not sure who gave it, but it is normal gl oSNNI The Rules of
Engagements were discussed, they a!ways are. The ROE’s are the rule of 2. If they have a weapon k\
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Continuation of Voluntary Swomn Statement of

Created by
8/21/2005
and point it at you, if they have an RPG or Mortar, if they have a cell phone on the roof and observing
us. Sometimes they change, but those are the normal ones. 1know that{iJlllll~<nt out on the
mission, bud didn’t. I was ass:gned to the light section. Our platoon was divided into
two sections one is heavy and one is light. I was in the light section. [ have worked witiiiiilill
before, but the others I don’t think so. Normally | drive and they would go out into the houses. So 1
never noticed anything about howigiillworks. I never went into the house after the shooting. I
found out about an hour after it happen, I'm not sure what time it actually happened so T am guessing it
was about an hour. 1 found out w of into my Humvee. 1 thought he was a heat case and
needed a break. He didn’t say anything about the incident. He was in there about a half hour. We
were pretty much done with our mission because we left right afterward. @l sat right behind me for
the most part: was at the Humvee and giving a Situation report to the COC over the radio.
He was smndmg outside the Humvee when he was doing this so 1 don’t remember anyone talking. I
didn™t see any pictures that were iaken of the scene. I didn’t hear anyone talking about the pictures. I
didn’t ever know that pictures were taken. When the incident occurred I was on River Road north of
where the house was. I don’t think I ever saw the house, 1 never heard the shot. Even at the time

_Nas in my Humvee I was ahead of the house and didn’t see anythmgwtime the

: ‘ speclf c. Most peopleare s

shooting occurred and when we left was approxunately an hour, maybe less

ere normally is, but I don’t remember any one
: OSSR VEIK Sbout it. Most of us just want to know when it
is-going to be over with, The only peOple who have spoken to me about the incident or questxoned me

_ 1-anqmought it was over with and didn’t anticipate coming to give a
- statement, - [ don’t kno well eriough to tell who he is closest with. We all live on the second
-deck, so I guess we are all his roonimate. We all'get along and goof off togcther S0 h@th

i just about everyone

have not heard of anyone lrymg to stop anyone from helpmg wﬂh the mvestlgatlon mmand’s
overall attitude has been the same. Most everyone just wants it to be over with.

"hls statement was prepared for me by Speclai Agem— as we d:scussed its contents. No

threats or promises have been made to me. This statement consists of this and 1 other page(s). [ have

 read and understood the above statement. [ have been given the opportunity to make any changes or

corrections 1 desired, and have placed my initials over the ch corréctions. This statement is the

truth, to the best of my knowledge, recollection and belie

Signatus

(HOUS.C. 936) and 5 U.S.C. 303
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION } 21A0G0S

CONTROL: 10RUGOS-MEBJ-0533-7HMA

V/SOMAIDAIE, MOBAMMED/CIV
M/W/FNIZ/N///IRARQ

resuLts oF iNTeRvIEw or (NN

1. On 21Augo5 _wa[s interviewed at Al Asad Airbase,
Iraq regarding his knoul.edge of events relevant to this
investigation,

2.-reported that on 25Jun05, he was working a corden and knock
mission in the vicinity of Haditha, Iraq, and was assigned as the
only American with a fire team of Iraqi forces.{Jilllreported having
been involved in hundreds of missions, many of which were cordon and
knock operations since arriving in March in Iraq.{JJJlllsaid there is
always a brief before each mission, though he doesn't remember who
gave the brief on 253un05.@Jl conveyed he did not remember being
briefed about any particular house prior to the _25Jun05 mission.

34l stated he did pot know about the shooting on 25Jun05 until
1eaving the area some time afterwards. indicated he was

. providing secur:..ty several houses away in the street .-said he
~.saWw no pictures regarding the shooting, and didn't know whether
:photographs were taken. '

L{,.-tatad- that each mission is debriefed after completion, but
-he doesn't remember the debrief about the 25Jun05 mission. {ll} said
< he recalled many weapcms and sone, 1ntell1gence Lnfomar.ion were

: qathered oA

5.-1ndicated that procedures for cordon and knock m.ssions _
.mclude. encirecling a house; asking for entry; asking whether there
are weapons in the house (1 AK~47 is permitted); separating women and
children from mil:.r.ary-aged wales; and thanking the residents upon
complet:xon. . .

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA -
EMPLOYMENT: 3/25 LIMA. co._wmons PLATOON

SSN: B . '
pecial Agent o _ L Ic

IX)B'
POB:
RESIDENCE‘

REPORTED _av:

OFFICE: NCIS Det M) Asad, 1Z
FOR OFFICIAL UsgfONLY o, ARNING .
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION 21A0GO5

CONTROL: 10AUG0S-MEBJ-0533-7HMA

V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV
M/W/ENIZ/N///IRAQ

RESULTS OF INTERVIEH '—

1. On 21Auqg05, Reporting Agent (RA) questioned

USMCR, regarding his knowledge of the death of V/SUMAIDAIE. As
'background.dwas identified as having been a member of the patrol
that conducted a Cordon and Knock operation on 25Jun05, which
resulted in the shooting of V/SUMAIDAIE.

‘2. The interview was conducted at the USMC Criminal Investigation
Division Office aboard the Task Force Ripper Compound, Al Asad, IZ.
The interview began at approx:.mately 1815, 21Aug05 and lasted
approximately 90 minutes.

3. -zelated he was ordered to .active duty on OSJanOS and
reported with Lima Company, 3/25 for follow-on training at MCAGCC,
Twenty-nine Palms, CA. stated this was where he first met (iR

. related he reported to Irag on or about 05Mar05,
. .where he was initlally sent to the firm base at Haditha Dam.
- related that approximately three days later, he reported to Forward
~Operating Base (F0B) Hit, where his primary mission was to train
»Iragi National Guardsman, stated he remained at FOB Hit for
--about three months and that remained at Haditha Dam during that
tated he returned to Haditha Dam on or about 05Jun05 and
. ree days ‘later his platoon was sent to Al Qaim to
5uppo.rt 3dBn, 2dMarines with-an. operation in that area. -related
that during his time in Iraq he had participated in numerous Cordon
and ¥nock operations and estimated he had searched well over 100
houses during these operations.

4.  recalled t:he 25Jun05 Cordon and Knock operation in Haditha.

He stated it was a morning operation and said prior to leaving the
dam for the operal;ion, A migsion brief was given by -
explained that Weapons Platoon was divided into Light Sect and

Heavy Section. | normally "ran with® Light Section and—

_ normally "ran with" Heavy Section.
tated he did not believe dwas with their patrol on

25Jun05. -further stated to his knowledge, there had never been
a commissioned officer assigned as the weapons platoon commander for
Lima 3/25.

5. -related he was assigned as the "Up Gunner®" for the fourth
and last vehicle in the patrol for the 25Jun05 mission.

explained there were a total of 4 vehicles in the patrol and his
vehicle was a high back HMMWV with an M-2408 Machine Gun mounted con
it. -served as the Machine Gunner for that HMMWV and his
primarily xesponsib:.l:.ty was to provide rear area security for the

FOR OFFICIAL US LY _ _— 'WARNING | . /1
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HERETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT BE DXSCLOBED 70 THE PAITY{S) CONCEPNED WITWOUT 4PECIFIC

AUTNORIZATION FROM THE MAVAL CRINAL BVESTIGATIVE SERWCE __

19624




10AUG05~MEBJ-0533~"1

SUBJ: V/SUMAIDAIE, MONAMMED/CIV _ &
U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

patrol -related his duties for that mission did not permit him
to participate in searching houses. related he never dismounted
the vehicle during that mission. related the driver of his
HMMWV wasﬂand he believed had been assigned
to his vehicle, but was actually a part of the dismount team and
participated in the actual searching of residence. stated he
thought there were also two or three Iragi Army personnel assigned to
ride in his vehicle. could not recall who had been assigned to
hig HMMWV as the vehicle commander.

6. -tated he became aware during that mission that a shooting
had occurred but stated at the time he had little information and did
not know if the person shot had been a Marine or Iragi.

7. Regarding the details of the shooting, {JJll} stated ne did not
witness the incident. B further stated he never spoke to
or | egarding the shooting. acknowledged
he knew both an and that he vaguely knew &
denied knowing what had occurred in the house when the shooting - .
ocecurred and when asked to relate what he had heard happened,h
stated he preferred to’ speak with a attorney before discussrng what
he has heard since it was rumors and he did not actually know what
happened. further stated he did not want to make any statements
that would incriminate himself or anyone else. When asked to explain
. why he thought he would inecriminate himself, -related that he had
.already prepared a hand written. statement regarding this incident.
said the Marines in his platoon had been told to write
-8tatements about what happened about two weeks after the shooting
occurred. {j celated he wrote a statement, which he submitted to
~his Squad. Leader,— related his platoon was at FOB
‘Hit, when he wrote the statement.. 5aid he did not know where
- the statement went but assumed it had been passed on "to higher®.
related since he had already wrote a statement, which was not
available for him to revlew, he did not wish to discuss what he heard
happened since he might contradict what he wrote in his statement and
therefore incriminate him for making false statements.

8; -was w1ll:l.ng to talk about 1nformat1on that he could
personally attest to. -related no one had ever told him the

arson who had been shot was escorting the Marines inside the house.
h stated he never hear#r— make statements
in his presence regarding what took place in the residence when the
shooting occurred. 1 C

9. Regarding the issue of photographs taken at the scene {JJJJIN
related he had not witnessed anyone take pictures at the scene, nor
did he ever view pictures of the scene* further stated he had
no knowledge of any of the Marines stating they had actually taken
pictures at the scene. When asked if it was SOP to take pictures at
a situation like the shooting that occurred, {jJJilstated he did not
know.

10. Regarding the SOP for Cordon and Knock Operations.—related
' WARNING

FOR OFFICIAL USE
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10AUGO5-MEBJ~0533-

SUBJ: V/SUMAIDAIE, M ED/CIV
U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

there were different ways to conduct this type of operation and
platoons sometimes varied S0P's. When asked to explain his own
experiences with Cordon and Knock Operations, {jj stated that
normally, the Marines would knock on the door and the head of the
household would usually answer. ,-stated the families usually
knew the procedures because they had been through house searches
vefore. {Bstated if an interpreter was present, they would have
him communicate with the family. If not, there was usvally a Marine
who knew enough Arabic to communicate simple phrases to the family.

stated the Marines would normally ask the head of household who
was in the house and if they had any weapons in the house. (JJ§ said
‘the family members were usually already gathered in one room waiting
for the Marines because they would usually know when the Marines were
coming. fstated if the family indicated there was 2 weapon in
thé house, 'the Marines would have the family member escort at least
two Marines to where the weapon was located. Jlif stated they would
have the family member point out the location of where the weapon was
but the Iragi would’ ‘hot be permitted to touch it.- ‘When asked if he
had ever partx.czpated in- ope.r:at:.ons where Mar.mes went and retrieved -
thé weapons themselves w:.thout a Eanuly escort, -rephed yes and
explained that. if they could not d the weapon, "they would ask the
fam:.ly member to point it out. W further explained that it was
not unusual to have the lraqgi Soldiers conduct house searching
because they were good at finding hiding spots.

11, -was asked by RA if he_ ever recalied instances where he came
across people inside & house he was searching after the family told
him there were no other persons in the house. -'eplied that he
had experienced. this before. explained he believed sometimes
the fanu.ly would forget' someone 1n the house. L

12. -related the standing rule in the unJ.t was that no one would

ever enter a room alqne and stated sometimes two Marines would clear

a room, sometimes a Marine and Iraq:l. Soldier would clear a room or

sometimes the Iragi Soidiers would clear the rooms.{illstated it

depended ori the size and type of’ the house and available personnel.
az lated. that although no Harme was supposed to search a room by
self, he was not gomg to say that it ‘never occurred

related he had never been involved with searchinq a house
and related he had never observed n this

j :elated the he was normally assigned to Truck 4 and
0 truck 3. described il 2s a good Marine and said he
was not aware of any disciplinary issues or personal pxoblems

was expenencing pnor to the 25Jun05’ inc.i.dent.

14. when asked if ew why there was an investigation into this
shootmg, he replied he heard the person who was shot had been the
nephew of an lraqi diplomat from the UN. When asked if he’ was aware
that the weapon the victim was allegedly holding when he was shot was
a non-operational cer:emomal rifle, i!epla.ed "No™. No- additlonal
relevant x.nformatmn was obtamed from the quest:.omng of

WARNING
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10AUGOS5~-MEBJ~0533~

SUBJ: V/SUMAIDAIE,‘;% D/CIV
U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA :

EMPLOYMENT: WERPONS PLT, L CO, 3DBN, 25THMAR, 4THMARDIV
SSN: o S
DOB:

POB: . )
RESIDENCE: ]
oTHER: .  phoNE (I

repor?ep py: NN s-ccine acent

OFFICE: NCIS, AL ASAD AIRBASE, IZ
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U.S. MARINE CORPS
Criminal Investigation Division

TITLE: V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV
CCN: 10AUGO0S5-MEBJ-0533-THMA

mwestrearzve acrron: Resurrs of mwrerview of NN
On 21Aug05, - Lima Comipany, - 3rd Battalion,

25th Marine Regiment, 2d Marine Division, Regimental Combat Team
- 2, Haditha, 12, was interviewed in regards to the incident
that took place on 25Jun05.

As background, (Nl is a Reservist from Mansfield, OH. (NN
entered the Marine Corps Reserve in Dec04. (s Military
Occupational Specialty (MOS) is that of a 0331, Machine Gunner.

P stated that he arrived in Iraq during the month of Mar05,
for his first tour of duty in the country. (MM estimated that
he has taken part in 18 to 20 missions in the Haditha area. The
incident on 25Jun05 and an Escalation of Force incident are the
only two incidents that he has been involved with. (IR
advised that he is always a machine gunner and has been in the
HMMWV on every mission and has never been involved with the
Cordon & Knock (CK) missions other then for security. (i} and

lare squad members of (R QIR describes both as being
has had no problems with either (Gl or

""ﬁ ood Marines". (R

—stated that there was a Mission Br.lef prior to the mission )
on 25Jun05, and that the Platoon Sergeant, | gave the
Mission Brief, to include reviewing the Rules of Engagement
(ROE) . - advised that was the Platoon
Commander on 25Jun05., ‘related that no particular
mformatlon was passed in ‘reference to the houses that were
going to be searched or how many houses were going to be ,
searched._ stated that his mission was security, he never
left the HMMWV and manned his machine gun the entire time.
stated that while providing security, he did not see the
Marines enter many of the houses, as he is monitoring the roads
for both vehlcular and foot traffic, not watching the Marines.

s stated that he first heard of the shooting from his
driver, . who had heard the information over the
radio. tated that he does not know if pictures were

. taken of the scene. , also stated that he has not witnessed

any pictures. When questioned in reference to the debrief,
* tated that a de-brief was given by _mmedlately
FOR OFFlgpn. USE ONLY _ o WARNING
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Criminal Investigation Division

after the platoon returned to the Dam. (jjijjjjj was unable to
remember what information was passed at the de-brief.

] stated that he has not heard anything in reference to the
incident other then the fact that it is being investigated for
what he believes is the third time. @SN related that this is
the first time that he was spoken to directly about the incident
on 25Jun05. @A has no first hand knowledge of any of the
events that resulted in the incident on 25Jun05.

G indicates that GANNNGE QNN 2rc very good
friends. (N also stated that@ENNGENEEE 2 <O ro

bunk;na_te_s'in_ the L—i_.ma,Company birthing area at the Dam.
- stated that he has never heard of photographs being taken
.in reference to the incident on 25Jun05, and he stated that he
.« has never witnessed any photographs depicting the 25Jun(5

- incident. @l vas unable to provide any further information
in reference to the incident that occurred on 25Jun(5.

Reported by: Investigator (RN CID, Al Asad, Iraq
Date Reported: 21Auqg05

"c
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STATEMENT

Place : AlAsad,1Z
Date : August22,2005

’_’make the following free and voluntary statement to Special Agent

whom I know 1o be a Representative of the United States Naval Criminal Investigative Service. |
make this statement of my own free will and without any threats made to me or promises extended. I
fully understand that this statement is given concerning my knowledge of the shootmg of Mr.
Sumadaie during a Cordon and Knock on 25 Jun0S:

‘or identification purposes only | am aggiiPmaidilPinches tall, weighing @ilifbounds born in

on@IM My Social Security Number i« BN Currently | am assigned to
Lima Company, 325 at Haditha Dam. ‘I have been with the Marine Corps for 4 years and obe month.
My MOS is a mortar man. As a civilian I was a landscaper in Mason, Ohio before being activated on
04Jan05. ! have no wife or kids. I have been in traq since 04 March 05 and don’t know when [ will be
leaving, but anticipate it will be around the end of Septem

“noe I have been in Iraq I estimate that [ have been on around 30 combat missions. During the
missions I have two confirmed kills. | am in the light section and my job is dismount. I clear houses
.and walks on the side of the trucks for IEDs and other threats. 'The majority of the combat missions
are either cordon and knock or cordon and search missions. I have been on mostly cordon and search
misstons. The normal SOP for a cordon and knock is that a team does perimeter security they try to
get on higher ground to make sure no one comes out the back and a team goes into the house to search
it. Norma}ly there approximately 4 Marines, There are no less than for Marines, but sometimes there
are more. We knock on the door and ask everyone into one room or get everyone in the house outside.
We clear the house first and then we search the house. When we clear the house we search for people
and when we search we start looking for weapons. In order to communicate with the residents we use
an interpreter when available. Sometimes they speak English, sometimes we know enough Arabic to
communicate. Therc are some hand signals we use, but lately we have been using the Iraqgi’s to tell the
residents what we need. ' When we ask if there is a weapon in the house, and we didn’t find it on the
search, we ask them to show us where itis. I know how to ask in Arabic for them to point out the
weapon. We will take them into the house and they will point to the location of the weapon. We ;
don’t know which houses have weapons and wh:ch houses don’t. I know that each household can have :
one AK-4

—and— I am probably closest to@MMllT believe that everyone

in the platoon is an outstanding Marine. I believe that these guys are outstanding Marines. [ have not
provided a statement before today. I have not written anything about the incident or that day to any
member of my command. The only thing that I have heard about the investigation it that it is buil shit.
The incident wasn’t bull shit, but the investigation is bull shit. If this investigation was involving
anyone except the Ambassador’s nephew it wouldn’t be going on

Page 1 of 1
NCIS 5580126 (1/2001) ' (Formexly NCISFORM 016/04-81) /b
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Continuation of voluntary sworn statement of
on August 22, 2005

"n 25Jun05 1 was on the roof of the house across the street providing security for the vehicles coming
down the road. I didn't hear the shot. 1was aware that there was a shooting when @I lljjjJjJ] heard it
on the radio and relayed it to me. GHJlas on the roof with me and heard the radio. I stayed up
on the roof until we lefi the area. I did not go into the house, see the body, or the weapon involv
never saw any pictures that were taken. I never heard anyone talk about pictures being takenﬁ

ere was a mission bricfing given byl before the mission on the 25™. The Rules of

Engagements were discussed. We have the rules of two. Two strikes and we can engage, or if our life
feels threatened we can engage. The strikes are out past curfew, digging on the side of the road,
mortar, RPG, weapon, shooting at us, a cell phone and binoculars on top of a roof, escalation of force,
within 50 meters, stuff like that. The platoon commander is (AP and the Sgt is (NN

heavy section andjJllruns light section and light section was the only one
out that day. 'Ihey did add some guys from heavy, but mostly it was light section, _
wasn’t out. | don’t remember if we were focusing on a particutar ho se. There seems to always be an
area of interest when we go out, but { am not sure right now’

- “here were a few teams searching houses and so we would bound from house to house p watch.
1 think we were somewhere from 50-100 houses. We would be on top of the house that
previously searched and cleared and we would move as they moved. The house the shooting took
place was about 500 meters south of my location and 1 was watching aorth. 1 didn’t see any of the
activity around the house. Idid not hear of anyone getting assaulted at the house and I couldn’t see
anything at the house. We were there on top of the house for about 45 minutes after we found out

there was a shootmg-

4 usually always have a mission debrief. -always givesit. [ don’t remember the debrief
spec:ﬁcally, but I would have noted if we didn’t have one so I am pretty sure we had one-mngs
out with IR They are the closest 1 think. gs out wi

it h:ng
- out with R for about a month, but maybe— I'mnot
f the spelllng on 1he last one,’
- ‘I ! on

ly ting I can say is that we have had people killed before when we bust into a home and lhey are
just there. I know it is a fear 1o enter a room and there is a guy standing there with a weapon. [ heard
thal-vent into a room and the guy pointed a weapon at{lllndllsbot him. 1 have heard

that it was a ceremonial rifle before but 1 don’t know if that is true‘-

" statement, consisting of this page and. 2 other page(s) was typed for me by
discussed its contents. I have read and understand the above statement. I have been given the

opportunity to make any changes or corrections I desire to make and have placed my initials over the
changes or corrections. This statement is the truth 'my knowledgéand belle

as we

- . — o

Sworn to and subscribed before me this _9_1 day of

ot_hugpuat_inteyor Zeoin

o ) Page2of2 ) , .
NCIS 5580/26 (1/2001) - (Formerly NCISFORM 016/04-81)
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Continuation of volunﬁ swom. statement of

on August 22, 2005

Witnessed:

NCIS 5580:26 (1/2001)

AUTH: DERIVED FROM ARTICLE 136,
UCMI (TrUS.C. 936) AND 3 U:S.C. 303

1%

Page3 of 3
{Formesly NCISFORM 016/64-81)
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION 220605
CONTROL: 10AUGO5-MEBJ-0533-7HMA

V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV
M/W/ENIZ/N///IRAQ ‘

RESULTS OF INTERVIEW -_

1. ©On 22Aug05, Reporting Agent (RA) questioned_

USMCR, regarding the death of V/SUMAIDAIE, who was killed on
25Jun05, after he was shot during a search of his parent's residence.
As bacquound,-was identified as a member of the Marine patrol
that searched the residence when V/SUMAIDAIE was shot and killed.

2. The interview was conducted at the USMC Criminal Investigation
Division {CID) Office within the Task Feorce Ripper. compound, Al Asad
Airbase, IZ. The interview began at about 1813 and lasted
approximately and 90 minutes.

3. —confirmed he was part of the patrol that was involved in
th rch of the residence at the time V/SUMAIDAIE was killed.

ﬂrelated he was assigned as. a driver fro vehicle #4, which he
stated was a hardback HMMWV, identified the other Marines
assigned to his vehicle as (Vvehicle Commander),
{Gunner), and {Dismounts}. related his
vehicle was equipped with a mounted radio and believed they were
operating on the company frequency, which allowed communication
between vehicles. a further stated had a portable
radio with him, which allowed him to communicate on the Company and
Battalion frequencies. -further stated each vehicle commander
had a portable radio, which allowed them to communicate with each
other.

4. - did not know the exact day of the shooting incident but
acknowladged he was on the patrol when the shooting occurred. When
asked if the patrol received a mission brief prior to going om
missioni responded that they received a mission brief every
time before going on a mission. h could not remember the
specifics of the 25Junf5, mission brief but stated he believed-
hga'&e the brief. :

5. -stated Weapons Platoon was divided into Light Section and
Heavy Section. related that{Rvas the Platoon
Sergeant but stayed with Light Section and that
Platoon Commander but stayed wlth Heavy Section. related

was not present on the 25Jun05, mission because this only '
involved the Marjines assigned to Light Section.

was the

6. Regarding the shooting,—stated he was in his vehicle at
the time of the shooting and did not witness what happened.
stated at no time did he ever enter the residence or the courtyard
and explained he was with his vehicle the entire time. ﬁ

FOR OFFICIAL USE L - -mm
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10AUGO5-MEBJ-0533~"

SUBJ: V/SUMATIDAIE, M D/CIV ,
U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

further stated he could not identify which house the shooting
occurred at.

When asked when he first learned that —had shot someone,
- stated he believed it was when the patrol had returned to the
vehicles. When asked i poke to q what happened,
- stated he asked if he was OK and Ml responded that he
would be all right. When asked if he had since spoken t about
the details of the shooting,d responded that they (meaning the
Marines in the platoon) did not talk about stuff like that. h

explained that the Marines had experienced a lot (meaning combat)
since being in Iraq and that when they were back at the dam (Haditha
Dam), they would watch movies or do other things to try and unwind
_and did not like to discuss or worry about things in the world
outside the dam.

8. RA explained to— that there were discrepancies between what
Marines in his platoon stated occurred and what V/SUMAIDAIE's family
said occurred. stated the only version he had ever heard from
the other Marines in the platoon was that had shot V/SUMAIDAIE
after entered a room in the house and saw V/SUMAIDATE standing
there holding a rifle in his hand, _ stated he believed it may
have bee e heard this from. stated he never heard
any of the Marines in his platoon state V/SUMAIDAIE had been
escorting the Marines in the house when he was shot.

9. Regarding the issue of photos being taken at the scene,

stated he never saw anyone take pictures at the scene, nor did he
ever view pictures of the s and further said he did not know if
pictures had been taken. &stated the Marines on the patrol had
been questioned about the pmture issue before and that they allt .
provided written statement:s regarding the p.r.cture igsue; :
acknowledged that he hand wrote a statément about the picture issue
while he was at Forward Operating Base (FOB) Hit. &was not
sure of the date he did-th:i.s or who collected his statement.

10, _described -as "a funny kid” and said he thought
ni have been the newest Marine to join the platoon.
stated wa8 quiet and the Marines of the platoon regarded him as
their kid brother. _ﬂstated he.did not believe that ([ i+osld
murder anyone and believed that i actions were justified
because he encoum:ered an Iraqi male with a weapon while on patrol
and nsidered the shooting to be a justified combat related
shoot. stated he knew of at least one Marine from 3/25 who C

was killed when entering a house while on patrol.

11. Qrelated he saw the rifle in question that V/SUMAIDAIE had
when he was shot and stated "the weapon looked legit". (I stated
he saw the weapon after it had been brought back to the dam and was
aware upon close examination that there was a cap on the end of it.
related it was unlikely {JJBr anyone else in his situation
would have had time to examine the rifle to see the cap on it at the
time {JJJJlFirst encountered V/SUMAIDAIE in the room.

FOR OFFICIAL USEZNLY | WARNING
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SUBJ: V/SUMAIDAIE, |
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12. Regarding the Standard Operating Procedures for Cordon and Knock
operations, qacknowledged that normally the family of the house
were familiar with search procedures and cooperated by gathering into
one room of the house so the Marines could conduct the search.
related the families were usually very cooperative.

stated if the family indicated there was a weapon in the house, the
head of the household would normally escort the Marines to the weapon
and point it out. (Il stated the Iraqi would not be permitted to
handle the weapon or hand it to the Marines but would simply point
out where it was located. {JJl] stated if the femily members :
indicated there were no weapons in the house, the Marines would
search the house, usually always accompanied by a family member.
However, {JJ stated he did not witness this particular search ,
_because he was in the truck. {8 estimated he had conduced
approximately 500 house searches since arriving in Iraq.

13. was asked if he was aware of the victim's relation to the
Iragi Ambassador to the United Nations. stated he was aware
the victim had been related to "A diplomat". stated he was
not . sure when he first became awarée of this information but said he
"knew of this before providing the statement about the photos.

could not remember if he knew of the victim's relation to a
diplomat on the nlght the victim was shot. %

14 (R stated at no time did he witness Marine or Iraqi soldiers
:assault or mistreat anyone during the mission. No additional
Anformation was gleaned from the questioning o (NN

EBIOGRAPHICAL DATA

{EMPLOYMENT' WEAPONS PLT, L CO,
SSN;:

DOB:

POB: )
RESIDENCE:
OTHER:

3DBN, 25THMAR, 4THMARDIV

REPORTED BY: J SPECIAL AGENT |
OFFICE: NCIS, AL ASAD AIRBASE, IZ |
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION " 23AUGOS

CONTROL: 10AUG0O5-MEBJ-0533~7HMA

V/SUMAIDALIE, MOHAMMED/CIV

M/W/FNIZ/N///IRAQ
- _ .
RESULTS OF INTERVIEW OF-
1. On 22Augls, was interviewed regarding his

knowledge of V/SUMAIDAIE's death. -advisad he was assigned as a
turret gunner on a High Mobility Multi-Wheeled Vehicle (HMMWV], and
maintained security during his unit's mission on 25Jun0S.{jjjJj stated
he was positioned in the furthest vehicle south on River Road in
Haditha, Irag, and was assigned to watch for approaching threats,
said he therefore had his back to the house being searched in
the cordon and knock operation.

2 indicated he first found out about V/SUMAIDAIE's death at the
mission debrief after returning with his unit te Haditha Dam.
reported he was practically certain the debrief was given by his
platoon sergeant, dUSMCR. @ -onveyved he was similarly
sure briefed the mission beforehand. isaid he did not
recall being told of any houses that posed known threats in the
brief.—statedi gives complete mission briefs, and always
briefs rules of engagement.

3 _—;eported that sometime after the mission, his F
asked him what his role was in the 25Jun05

aission. {llsaid he did not recall the time or place when
asked’ hlm.

4 tated that in mid-July 2005,_ directed him to write a
statement regarding whether he knew of any photographs that were
taken in conjunction with the mission on 25Jun0s. (lifsaid he knew
of no photographs, and he provided a statement that reflected that.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
EMPLOYMENT: 3/25 LIMA CO.
SSN:
DOB:
POB:
RESIDENCE:

REPORTED BY: Special Agent
OFFICE: NCIS Det Al Asad, IZ
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION : 23AUG0S

CONTROL: 10AUGOS-MEBJ-0533~7HMA

V/SUMATDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV {DECEASED)
M/W/FNIZ/N///IRAQ

RESULTS OF INTERVIEW or—

1. On 22RAug05, as interviewed regarding his
knowledge of V/SUMAIDAIE's death. dvised he was assigned as a

Navy Corpsman assigned to Lima Company, 3rd Battalion, 25th Marine
Regiment, forward deployed to Haditha Dam, Iraq, and has been sc
billeted since 06Jan05. -stated he did not participate in the
25Jun{5 Cordoen and Knock (CsK) Operation in the town of Al Shaikh
Hadid, 12, however he has participated in well over 100 C&K Ops since
deploying to Iraq. stated Tactics, Techniques and Procedures
{TTP) change daily based on safety issues and past events, which have
resulting in the loss Anerican lives.

Z. stated, during C&Ks, they will knock on the door, ask the
family to exit the house and then ask, using hand signals or basic
Arabjic, whether any individuals remain inside or whether there are
any weapons in the house,{ i steted he has personally
encountered additional individuals in a house, even after the family
has assured them everyone was outside., These individuals are
normally little kids, or mentally retarded individuals.

stated the family is allowed one (l]} weapon per Military-Aged Male

 (MAM) in the house, and if there are additional weapons the Marines

will saize them. If weapons caches are located or.if any-incident
occurs while’ in the. house, it is also Military policy to photagraph
and- document as deemed appropriate. — stated their procedures
are ta have a MAM escort them to the weapon, however they are not
supposed to touch it, just point to it's location. ialso
stated there have been instances where a MAM will get to a weapon and
grab it prior to being told not to, but the MAMs are usually smart
enough to grab the weapon by the barrel and not hold it in a
threatening manner.

3. -stat_:ed his general equipment when conducting C&K Ops, will

be his small trauma bag which is attached to his Flack Jacket, and

contains various immediate treatment items, like an IV, tourniquets,

Ace bandages, morphine, tape and gloves. For most combat injuries,

these items will suffice. If additional medical equipment is needed,

he keeps a 50-pound bag of items on the back of his vehicle, which is P>
easily accessible. c

4. QR i~dicated he first heard about V/SUMAIDAIE'sS death during
Operation Sword while he was stationed in Hit, Iraqg. He stated he
remembered several 3/25 Marines being pulled a om the Operation
to answer questions regarding the incident. “stated no one in
his platoon was ever questioned during the investlgation, as they
were not present during the C&K operation. stated he has
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never been asked to write a statement regarding the incident.

5. Q25 asxec if he knew a (R czesent in
the house during the incident, and had ever confided in him
regarding the shooting. &stated he knew as one of

the new ip the unit, as he arrived a few months after the
main 3/25 group. - state never discussed the event
with him, nor had he ever overheard or anyone else talk
about the incident. He stated lots of people have been killed during
his deployment, and the Marines and Corpsman generally don't discuss

it.

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

EMPLOYMENT: NAVY CORPSMAN FOR "L" CO, 3/25 .
SSN:

DOB:

POB: =
RESIDENCE:

rReporTED BY: NN s-ecTAL AGENT
OFFICE: - NCISRU AL ASAD AIRBASE, IRAQ
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U.S. MARINE CORPS
Criminali Investigation Division

TITLE: V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV
CCN: 10AUGOS-MEBJ~-0533-7HMA

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF INTERVIEW os‘— |

on 222ug05, (NN 1ina Company, 3rd
Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, 2d Marine Division, Regimental
Combat Team - 2, Haditha, IZ, was interviewed in regards to the
incident that took place on 25Jun{5.

As background {lf is = Reservist from Columbus, OH. (NN

entered the Marine Corps Reserve in Jun(3. s Military
Occupatlonal Specialty (MOS} is that of a 0331, Machine Gunner.
@R :tated that he arrived in Irag during the month of Mar05,
for his first tour of duty in the country. estimated
- that he has taken part in 28 to 30 missions in the Haditha area.
stated that he discharged his weapon during five
- incidents his unit has been involved in. (JJN advised that he
has been on the both the entry teams for Cordon & Xnock missions
and that of security, where he would remain in the HMMWV .and man
- the machine gun. (I and are squad. members of

@ :scribes both as being "Good Marines”. -has had

no problems w:l.th either r

stated that there was a M1351on Brlef przor to the

mission on 25Jun05, and that the Platoon Sergeant,

gave the Mission Brief, to include reviewing the Rules of

Engagement (ROE). advised that was the

' on 25Jun05, but works primarily
'W1ih the "Heavy" section and was not. present for the nission.

_ related that no particular 1nformat10n was passed in
reference to the houses that were going to be searched or how
many houses were going to be searched. L stated that his
mission was security, he never left the HMMWV and manned his
machine gun the entire time.

-'steted that he first heard of the shooting after the
debrief when the unit returned to the Dam.
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U.S. MARINE CORPS
Criminal Investigation Division

CCN:

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF INTERVIEW OF GNSENER Cont.)

—was unaware if pictures were taken at the scene. _
also stated that he has not witnessed any pictures. When
questioned in reference to the debrief, htated that a de-~
brief was given by immediately after the platoon
returned to the Dam. (IR wvas unable to remember what
information was passed at the de-brief.

. @R stated that he has heard (N relate story, and

' has not asked any question's of (MR @R :clated
that this is the first time that he was spoken to directly about
the incident on 25Jun05. dhas no first hand knowledge of
any of the events that resulted in the incident on 25Jun(5.

@R st-otes that he play's the game of "Risk™ with (R often

‘while at the DAM. also advised that (IR is almost in

- the same truck as on the missions. @ opined that
has been in his truck on every mission. :

—agaln states that he has never heard of photographs being
'+ taken- in reference to the incident on 25Jun05, and he stated
. that he has never witnessed any photographs depicting the
25Jun05 incident. (R was unable to provide any furthez
information in reference to the incident that occurred on
25Jun03.

Reported by! Investlgator_ CID, Al Asad, Iraq
Date Reported: Z3Aug0S
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FOR OFFICIAL U NLY _ WARNING

mmmmvnsnmmnouvwmswmumcm DUT[ES!I!QUIRE
ACCESS HENETO. CONTENTS MAY NOT DE DISCLOSED 70 THE PARTY(S) CONCERNED
WITHOUY SPECIFIC AUTHORIZATION FROM THE CRIMINAL INVESTIGATION DIVISION

19640 | 67/0\7)




STATEMENT

Place : Al:Asad. 12

Date : August2), 2005 '
Pm the following free and voluntary statement to Special Agent
hom I know to be a Representative of the United States Naval Criminal Investigative

Service. I make this statement of my own free will and without any threats made to me or promises
extended. | fully understand that this statement is given concerning my knowledge of the shooting of

Mr. Sumadaie during a Cordon and Knock on 25 Junﬂ_
)ses only 1 am a (Elmale@ inches tall, weighing@illpounds bom in

ﬂdemlf cation
My Social Security Number. l— Currently | am assigned to
l“ Platoon Bravo Company CEB at Haditha Dam. I have been with the Marine Corps for 14 years.
My MOS is a Combat Engineer. As a civilian I was a Civil Engineer Technician in Chattancoga, TN.
- 1deployed to South American in Feb 2004 and returned in August of 2004 and was deployed to Iraq
‘for the first time. Iam divorced with 2 children. I have been in Iraq since thie beginning of March 05

anticipate leaving around the end of Septembea-

eaince Lk vebeen tolmqlbmbeen onappmmmatelyé-%epemum and shout 20-30-combat ——— |
rnission. I have had two confirmed kills since I have been in Iraq. ~ In my billet I am a Platoon Sgt. 1
+send my squads to support a rifle company. | have actually been present on 5-10 cordon and knock
:missions. The normal SOP for the cordon and knock is that you establish the outer penmeter, establish
;the inner perimeter facing in towards the target perimeter. This is to provnde security for the team
. :going in. Then the team knocks on the door and asks the residents to. come into the home. Nonnally
 uthere are anywhere from 4-6 Marines on the entry team, but it depends on the environment and the
-type of mission. The Marines normally communicate with the residents by using some of the Arabic
-that they have picked up along the way. Sometimes there is an interpreter and hand gestures that we
- communicate. Normally when 1 would get a positive response that there is a weapon in the house
being searched I would have someone walk into the house with me to show me where the weapon was.
The résident would normally point to where the weapon was and | would tell them to show :t to me. 1
wouldn’t let them grab it, T would j ]ust have them show it to mizg

the 251un05 mcxdent l Just dtdn’t have & good feelmg about it. The whole mommg had gone so
well. Twas added to the mission the night before and added some of my guys to the mission. We
knew that we were going to do a cordon and knock of about 60 or 5o houses. I was suppose to take
pictures of the barriers around the school in the area because it had already been used fora polling
placeand I was suppose to take plcturesofthe barriers to do recon on them to see if they could be used
again in HIT. I also needed account to see how many were there. We rolled down to our start point
and myse!f, (EEENR ; crowd and started knocking
on doors. 1 mean that it was a bad deal because everythmg went so well until the point that the guy got
shot. We saw a lot of smiles that day and people were receptive to us being there. There were only
like 3 houses of over 30 houses that we went into that were not as welcoml_ng and they didn’teven,
have anything to hide. The section of the city we were clearing (the northern section) were on the wesl-
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ontinuation of voluntary sworn statement of \ 10 _

“ side of river road. The other half o tc2m were on the east side of River Road. ISF were
going back and forth. Tknow I was on the west side and the house the shooting occurred was on the
East side, -We didn’t even hear the shot. 1 was about 75 meter from the housé where the shooung took

place. We were pa:allel with the hous‘

ﬁnmd out there was a shootmg when we were leavmg the last house that we cleared We stepped out
of the house and a Marine from another group told a Marine in our group tha@illfllhad just shota -
guy. QIR and 1 started walking toward the house. When we were walking toward the house
the Marines were setting security on the roof and formin‘g perimeters around the house. ISF was
forming perimeters as well. As we crossed the main street I saw a male Marine that I believe to be
QIR =5 talking to another male Sgt. They were on the main street in the back of one of the vehicle.
As we walked passed 1 overheard the Sgt telling@lillko calm down. The kid was shook up and 1
didn’t hear him say anything. Neither one had blood on them. : The Sgt told him that the didn’t do
anytlung wrong and that the guy turned with the weapon, that kind of stuﬂ'-

on Augustii- 2005

I walked to the courtyard of the house and the family was outside in the courtyard.
~ The family was calm and they were not letting on like they knew that someone had just gotten killed
inside the house. We wanted to go over there and take a look because we were the senior officer and
- enlisted on the mission so we felt we should go to the house. The people in the courtyard were 1 older
-woman who was apparently the mother. I think there were about 12 people. There were 3 females
:probably anywhere from 12-16, there were two young males between 16-19 years old, the rest were
schildren anywhere from 3-12 years of age both male and female. As we were approaching the
«courtyard the L1 and | stand there for a few minutes. qvent inside and I stayed outside.
iThe Marine watching the family asked if ] would watch them for a few minutes so he could relieve
‘himself around the corner: So.I watched the family. -While I was with them they were squattmg
dgainst the wall and - motioned at me and pointed in the doorway and there was a pot on the
stove. Through hand signals 1 was able to figure out that the stove was on and she wanted me to turn it
off. Tturned off the stove and she said, “Shukran” (which means “thank you™). That reinforced that
they probably didn’t know yet about the shooting. After a few minutes the Marine came back and |
went into the house. I went through the kitchen and went into the back hallway and saw where the
other Marines were. I went t o the room and [ saw the Marines  and GHENNENER The
weapon was on the floor with the magazine in, the Iragi male was lying there and appeared to be dead.
The Iraqi was lying on his side like he had been hit and fell back and then rolled. 1didn’t go into the
room because it was so crowded. There was a dresser, a bed and a bureaw. The Bureau was up against
the wall as you come into the room. There was space between the body and the bureau and the doors
to the bureau were open. The people in the room w d one or two other
Marines I can’t identify. The lraqi male on the ground was lylng with his hips flat on the ground, but
his upper torso was twisted a bit, It had been about 5-10 minutes since the shooting that I finally got
into the room. There was a lot of blood on the floor. [ would say almost all this guys blood was on the
floor and it had started to thicken. 1 think Doc was trying to get a better view of the entry and exit
wounds. They were talking about moving the body so they could see the wounds. I saw that the male
had a neck wound, but since I didn’t actually go into the room, I didn’t get a good look. They turned
his head and moved him around a little to look at the wounds. If | remember correctly the entry was
through the front of his neck and the exit was at the rear. | remember hearing the Doc talk about brain
matter. When the Marineswere trymg to move the body they pulled a head dress out of the bureau anu

Page 2 of 4
NCIS 5580:26 urzoon {Formerly NCISFORM 016/04-81) (

19642
o %}




Continuation of voluntary tement of

on August 22; 2005
23 :

’used it to help grab the body. No one wanted to get the blood on them. They were turning him face up
and face down 1o see the wounds. One of the unidentified Marines was asking were the male had been
standing. The Marine was asking the Doc the questions. Basically he said that the Male reached into
the bureau grabbed the weapon and turned around andiiiilllshot him. 1 believe even though the
magazine was still in the weapon the weapon had already been cleared. ! noticed that the weapon on
the ground was green. The first time ] had seen one of these weapons was about a month earlier. It
was a green AK-47, On these weapons there is a blank firing adapter on the weapon. I thought it was
a special modified AK-47 used to fire rifle grenades and uses a blank 762 cartridge. I have also heard
that these green weapons are ceremonial wea

r they looked and the Iragis wounds I heard someone yefl for me outside. I went outside and met
P He wanted to figure out where I was to pull the team together. I was outside with
or a couple minutes and to tell the team to sit tight and I would be back. I re-entered the
house and the same Marines were in the room and takmg pictures. | don’t remember the camera or the
flash, I just remember hearing them talking about moving him in order to get different shots. 1am
pretty s as still in the room when the pictures were being taken, -was

coming in and out. He had been outside on the radio talkmg t When §llllcame in the
second time he told everyone we had to Iea\_

- ’a.qET'came after we were leaving and they were in the courtyard with the family. We had gathered
~ +  them and took ti{{lJJJ§ into the street and the translator told her that her son had pointed a weapon at
a Marine and she made a motion like she didn’t want to believe that he did. So the HET translator told
her that her son did point the weapon and that the shot was from an M-16 and her son was dead. She
started screaming and beating herself on the forehead. When the other family heard her start
screaming the family staried screaming. You know, when we first got there both the teenage males
‘were facing the wall with their foreheads on the wall with their hands behind their back. I don’t know
why they were like that. Neither of the males were injured, crying, bleeding, or hurt in any way.. The

- children were being hushed by the mother if they weren’t still, but those guys were against the wall gl

Glere was a mission brief before we left byF I do not recall a mission debrief. Ikept
- expecting to get a call for a debrief, but it didn’t come. I thought that this mission would have been
debriefed by the §-2, XO and $-3, but I was never called. Once we loaded up the vehicles and left the
city we stopped at a school 1o take pictures of the barriers and a count. We came back to the dam and
when we came back to the gate my group and Lima company went our separate ways. We keep our
vehiclesg a different spot than Lima so if il gave the men a debrief than I wouldn’t have been
there. S

&the 22™ of July or around that date 1 was in Camp Hit and I had just returned from a mission in the
city. | got on a convoy to go back to the dam in order to give a statement about the shooting in
Haditha, That was the first time anyone asked me to make a statement. It was from a Col at MNFI.
The statement was typed and recorded. The day after the shooting was the day we left 1o participate in
Operation Sword. No-one had talked to me or asked for anything about that day until late July. (i}

hﬂd I talked about it when we were retuming on the day of the shooting. We said that we
thought@lvould get hung for the shooting even though it was a good shoot. I guess we thought
that because he was only a PFC—
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Co%muation of volunﬁ sworn statement of

on August%%-, 2005

ﬁs statement, consisting of this page and 3 other page(s) was typed for me by CHEEENEEEs we :
discussed its contents. | have read and understand the above statement. | have been given the
opportunity to make any changes or corrections I desire to make and have placed my initials over the
changes or corrections. This statement is the truth to th

Signature:
Swormn to and subscribed before me this _ =27 day of -ﬁ%— i

__&L"_A‘IAaL : ./C?‘?:?

Witnessed:
L y a2l B TIVESUEAETY -
AUTH: DERIYED YROM ARTICLE 36,
UCMITTOU.S.C. 936) AND S US.C. 303
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STATEMENT

Place: Al Asad Airbase, Irag
Date: August 23, 2005

make the following free and voluntary statement 1o SNNGEN

@R vhom | know to be a representative of the Naval Criminal Investigative Service. I
make this statement of my own free will and without any threats made to me or promises
extended. I fully understand that this statement is given concerning my knowledge of

3/25’s mission on 25Jun05 in which an Iragi was shot.

ﬂ' purposes of identification, | am a@MBin the U.S. Marine Corps Reserve serving
with Lima Company 3/25, currently working out of Haditha, Iraq. T was bom o

and my Social Security number is

‘n 25Jun05, prior to going out, Lima Company Weapons Platoon Light Section was
v given a brief by our platoon sergeant for a cordon and knock presence

patrol. He always covers rules of engagement, and did on this day as well. —

wasina hummer. I believe it was Vehicle 3. [ was the driver and remained in the
vehicle with the engine running for the entire mission. There was a radio in the truck, but
I did not hear any unusual radio traffic or any communication about a shooting during the
mission. From my vantage point, | did not know where the shooting happened and did

not see anything about the incident

1 first found out about the shooling when I returned with my section to Haditha Dam.

gave a debrief, and sa:-hot an Iragi. I didn’t know the Iragi
was killed until the first investigation stagted. | found out then that the person killed was
the relative of an U N. ambassadoJ

- Jasked me in Hit what my role was on the mission, and I told him [ was
the driver of the vehicle. I have not been asked before today to make a written statement ‘

ﬁnm—: | having served
with them. I trust them all and regard them as very professionalg

ﬂls statement, conmstmg of this page and one other page, was typed for me by Special
. Agent s we discussed its contents. | have read and understand the above

statement. | have been given the opportunity to make any changes or corrections | desire
to make and have placed my initials over the changeggg corrections. This statement is
the truth to the best of my knowledge and belicf. g™
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Swom to anq §
at

Witnessed:

ubscribed before me this 23" day of MV#' in the year Z2&0s”
2d rDAsC 7 £24 ' .

R

3 nal [nveshigative Service
AUTH: DERIVED FROM ARTICLE 136,
UCMI (10 L.S.C. 936) AND S U.S.C. 303

1O
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION 24A0G05

CONTROL: 10AUGO5-MEBJ-0533-7HMA

Vv/SUMAIDAIE, MCHAMMED/CIV
M/W/FNIZ/N///IRAQ

resurrs of nterview - NI

On 23Aug(5, Reporting Agent (RA)} questioned
USMCR, regarding the death of V/SUMAIDATE, who was killed on

-25Jun05, during a search of his parent's residence by Marines of Lima
Company, 3dBn, 25th Marines, 4thMarDiv. As background, -was
identified as a member of the Marine patrol that conducted the search
of the residence.

2. the interview of WM took place at the USMC Criminal
Investigation Division Office located within the Task Force Ripper
compound, Al Asad Airbase, IZ. The interview began at approximately
1530, 23Junfd% and lasted approximately two hours.

- 3. -confirmed he was a member of the patrol that was conducting
" Cordon and Xnock operations in South Dam Village on 25Jul05.

identified the Marines assigned to his vehicle as
{Driver), {Gunner), and (Dismount} .
‘rélated he was the vehicle Commander. elated that when the

ibegan the Cordon and Xnock mission, {s-4),
T

_(E_‘.ngineer) stayed with his
“team but did not actually ride in his vehicle. related the

*‘::vehxcle hlS team was in was an up-amored hardback HMMWV

4, -stated the mi.551on had been ‘going exceptionally well and
‘explained that Marines had been well received by the Iraqgi residents

- of the town and that the Marines were in a good mood, laughing and
joking with one another. -explained he had been involved in
szmz.lar missions where the atmosphere was tense and the local people
were somewhat resentful and hostile towards the Marmes.- said
this was not the case on the 25Jun05 mission, ;

5. -3tated that towards the end of. the migsion, his team was
walking down an alleyway, which was perpendicular to River Road and
he bel:.eved wags across the street from the house where the shootin
occurred. said as he was exiting the a River Road,h
-approached him and informed him that mad shot
someona, Upon hearing this, posted his team as security, '
spec:.f.l.cally having them focus their attention on the alley that had K
just walked through and on River Road in both directions. e
related that while setting up his team to provide security, thé
atrol vehicles began arriving at the scene along with
hst’.ated thath who was the Platoon Sergeant, gavel a
gunshot residue kit and mstructed- to perform a gunshot residue
test on the Iraqi who had been killed.
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10AUG05-MEBJ-0533-7

SUBJ: V/SUMAIDAIE, M ED/CIV
U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

6. - related he asked if he wanted to help ocut in
performing the test. explained he believed this was the first
time had ever been outside the wire and had probably not
seen anyone .killed before. Wllsaid agreed to go with him
and they proceeded into the residence. recalled seeing family
mexbers outside the house but stated he did not know how many people
were standing outside or their relation to the victim.

7. QR stated upon entering the room, he observed an Iragi male
face down in the room in a pool of blood. stated it looked like
the male had bled out and said the blood was mostly around his head.
related the scene was very messy and he could not tell whers the

male had been shot because there was so much blecod. -said he
thought the guy had been shot in the face or head because that's
where the blood was. stated he did not believe anyone was in
the room when he and Miirst arrived. -said it was
possible that ) ii_l'the_ room when he arrived but he was
not positive. { il stated that the victim's right hand was
undarneath his body and- remcve that hand from under the body o
perform the residue test. -expla:med he figured the victim was

, probably right handed since most people were right handed. which is
why he chose to do the residue test on that hand. related he
only had one residue kit to perform the test so he ¢ould not test
both hands. ‘stated there was an AK-47 on the floor next to the
“body when he walked in the room. did not believe the male was

“ wearing any type of headdress and did not recall seeing any headdress

~ on the floor.or in the room. . '

s w zelated the results of the residue kit were inconclusive,
5 tated that while inside the room, Marines had been coming in
= ‘apd out and at one po:.nt, came Into. the' room with a diqit:al :
“camera to take pictures of the victim. related that he and
7 had rolled the Iragi male over and held him so that
could take a picture of the front of the victim. explained how
they did this and said they kneeled behind the victim, grabbing his
arm and leg and pulled him towards-and—so that the
victim's back was facing them, exposing his front toward
related that acould not. get . the caméra to work and.

remenbers that{ il was cursing because the camera could not work.
-'related he was sure #dm not taks’ any pictures because
the camera did not work. related at no time did he see anyone

else enter the room with another camera to take pictures,

related he has never seen any actual pictures of the victim or of the
scene.

9. -relat_ed he left the room _after-was unable to take

pictures. stated tha{ Il left the room about the same .
time he did, estimated he spent between 10-15 minutes inside
the room.

10. -stated at no time did he witness Marines or Iragi soldiers
assault or mistreat anyone at the residence.
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SUBJ: V/SUMAIDAIE, Mcgmm/cxv
U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

11.. related he did not discuss the details of the incident with

or that night, nor has he

digcussed the details of the shooting with these persons since the.

incident. -related he had discussed the shooting with_

who told him that-had entered the room, there was a guy

standing inside who presented a rifle and that (Il shot hin. G

related that no one from the unit ever told him the victim had been '
-escorting Marines to the weapon at the time he was shot. :

12. Regarding procedures for Cordon and Knock Operations.-
related that he will normally have a2 member of the family escort him
to the weapon if the family discloses there is a weapon in the house.
stated he will not permit any family member to touch the weapon.
related if the family does not disclose there are weapons in the
house, he will have a member of the team watch the family while the
Marines clear the house and will not normally have a family member
escort the Marines under these circumstances. {JJll stated to his
knowledgé, there was not a specific SOP within the unit regarding
when/when not to have family members escort the Marines during house
searches and relatéd it was more of a team leader preference.

13. @lrelated that he has provided two previous written

statements regarding this incident. —stated the first statement

. was in regards to the “Army Colonel"” investigation and the second

- statement pertained to the issue of photographs. WBexplained all

the Marines of Light Section were told to provide statements

regarding if they had any infgrmation about the existence of

photographs of the scene. he prepared this statement at

FOB Hit and turned it“into _ did not wish to - {
provide a third written statement. No additional relevant
information was obtairied during the intérview with @

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA

EMPLOYMENT: W®EAPONS PLT, L CO,
SSN:

DOB: .
POB:
RESIDENCE:
OTHER:

3DBN, 25THMAR, 4THMARDIV

REPORTED BY:
OFFICE:

_ J, SPECIAL AGENT
NCIS, AL ASAD RIRBASE, IZ
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U.S. MARINE CORPS
Criminal Investigation Division

TITLE: V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV
CCN: 10AUGO5-MEBJ-0533-7HMA

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF INTERVIEW oF QNN

On 23Aug05, _Lima Company, 3rd

Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, 2d Marine Division, Regimental
Combat Team - 2, Haditha, 1Z, was interviewed in regards to the
incident that took place on 25Jun(S.

As background, (Ml is a Reservist from Cincinnati, OH. (R
entered the Marine Corps Reserve in Jun04. @llls Military
Occupational Specialty (MOS) is that of a 0341, Mortarman.
istated'that'he arrived in Iraq during fhe month of Mar05,
for his.first tour of duty in the country. Bl estimated that
he has taken part in 30 to 40 missions in the Haditha area.
Wl v:s unable to provide and accurate number of times that he
has fired his weapon, but says that he has fired it numerous
-times. advised that he was on a search team on the day of
¢+ the :anident not on the team that was involved in the shooting.
and- are squad members of (NS @EEMMdcscribes both
‘as being “Good Marines". (Ml has had no problems with either
or

—stated that there was a Mission Brief prior to the mission
on 25Jun05, and that the Platoon Sergeant, (N czve the
Mission Brief, to include reviewing the Rules of Engagement

(ROE) . advised Pwas the Platoon
Commander on 25Jun05. related that no particular
information was passed in reference to the houses that were
going to be. searched or how many houses were going to be o
searched. —stated that his mission was to search houses on
25Jun05.

—stated that when word was passed, via the radio,.in -
reference to the shooting, he was instructed to set security
from the rooftop of the house the shooting occurred in.
estimates that he was posted on the roof for approximately 1
hour.
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U.S. MARINE CORPS
Criminal Investigation Division

CCN:

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF INTERVIEW OF (NN (Cont.)

Sl stated that he does not know if pictures were taken of the
scene, {lalso stated that he has not witnessed any
pictures. When questioned in reference to the 'debrlef,

—stated that there was a visitor at the Dam on the 25Jun05,
he cannot remember, but he did mention Fname and
thinks it may have been ' stated that a de-
brief was given by .irmttedlately_after the platoon

formation, at which’ N spoke. was unable to
remember what 1nformatlon was passed at the de-brief.

stated that he has not heard anyth:l.ng in reference to the
incident other then the fact that it is being investigated for
what he believes is the third time. @Jlltated that he
provided a written statement while he was in Hit, IZ. —has '
- no first hand knowledge of any of the events that resulted in
the incident on 25Jun(5.

-does not know who WM is friends with in the unit

and that he does not hang around with —

- again stated that he has never heard of photographs belng
taken in reference to the incident on 25Jun05, and he stated
that he has never witnessed any photographs depicting the
25Jun05 incident. @ivas unable to provide any further
information in reference to. the incident that occurred on
25Jung5. :

Reported by: Investigator— CID, Al Asad, Iraq
Date Reported: 24Aug05 _ ,

CCIN'IEN‘I’SMAY BEDISCI.DSEDOHL\' ‘I'O I‘EISONS “!OSEOFFICIALDUIIB Il.EQUIRE
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STATEMENT

Place : Al Asad Airbase, fraq
Date : August24. 2005

make the following free and voluntary statement
whom 1 know to be a Representative of the United States Naval Criminal Investigative Service. 1
make this statement of my own free will and without any threats made to me or promises extended. |
fully understand that this statement is given concerning my knowledge of the shooting of an Iraqi
during a 25Jun05 mission in the vicinity of Haditha, e

‘or purposes of identification, 1 am a QY llllfin the United States Navy, currently assigned to 3/25

Lima Company, 3rd Platoon, 3 Squad. I was born onggiillin GEESENENE 21d my Social
" ‘Security number is

25Jun03, I was working with my squad on a Cordon and Knock mission in the vicinity of Haditha.
My squad was involved in no shooting of a civilian that day. After [ returned 1o the dam, about a day
or so latet, I heard a rumor that another was involved in a shooting. The rumor was that the
person shot was an ambassador’s so '

‘know who —an from my work in 3/25, but [ only know their names and
- faces. | am acquainted wi ince he is also a corpsman. From my experience, R

-s a good and professional corpsman

ave not been questioned or asked to provide a statement about the 25Jun05 mission prior to today.
“Before departing to come to Al Asad toda id me NCIS was going to ask me questions :
-toda about the accidental killing of & civilian, and ¥ was to tell the truth

' came to me about 15 or 20 minutes later, and gave e same direction. Nobody has'
instructed roe about what to say other than to tell the tru

ﬂns staxement consisting of this page and 0 other page(s) was typed for me b-s
discussed its contents. I have read and understand the above statement. 1 have been given the -

opportunity to make any changes or corrections I desire to make and have placed my initials over the
changes or corrections. This statement is the truth to the best of my knowledge and belie

e ———

Sworn to and subscribed before me this_Z1 ™ day of 4&4& f _inthe year 2005 at

AUTH: DERIVED FROM ARTICLE 136,
\ 1 - UCMJ (10U.5.C. 936) AND § US.C. 303
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STATEMENT

Place : Al-Asad Imq
Date : August 24,2005

‘ .S ::k: the following free and voluntary statement to Special

- Agent W~ om ! know to be a Representative of the United States Naval Criminal
Invesugatwe Service. 1 make this statement of my own free will and without any threats made to me
or promises extended. 1 fully understand that this statement is given concerning my knowledge of the
shooting of Mr. Sumadaie on 25Jun05. gl

‘lr identification purposew male born on{Ni~ — My
Social Security Number i y residence IS_ Currently I

am on active duty with the Navy and assigned to Lima Company 325 at Haditha Dam in Irag. Ihave
been assigned to 325 sinc week of June. 1 anticipate leaving at the end of September. This is
my first tour to lraq M I have been on approximately 10-15

* combat missions since T have been t Imq T'have had no confirmed kills. I have been on
approximately 5 cordon and knock mlssmns -

"he normal SOP for a cordon and knock is to patrol into the area tactically, set up inner-and outer

. perimeter, make entry, and I just wait to get called in if ’'m needed. 1 have never been on an entry
-ieam. As far as I know, no other-re on the entry teams. There are normally One or

. teamns at the house one to go in and one for support. A standard team is 4, but the s:tuanommss the

~number of people. What ever it takes to complete the job. 1 know

~but mostly only by names. | am not close with them. -and 1.were in India Company logelher

: is hlso I have been on appmmmately 6-7 missions where wé were out in.the -

‘field at the same time, but that doésn’t mean we hiave seen each other. I would describe a

. hard worker,: knowledgeable, always ready to go, willing to prowde any type of care needed. = _

' m not for sure if was on the mission that was on 25Jun05. I don’t know when [ found out tha-
had killed someone. I don’t know who I heard it from. Ihave not givena statement, norbeen
interviewed by anyone else about the incident. No one has said anything to me abou the incident. I
don’t listen to stuff like that, I just heard about two days ago thet Qg killed a guy on a previous
operation and NCIS wanted us for questioning. I did not go into a house whcr-had shot’

~ someone, [ didn’t know it had happen n it happened, I haveaﬁnny information about the
inciderit you are inquiring about. )
‘heMarinesonni squad - |

oouple more; but I can’t remember all there names. 1 really don’t have anything to add and [ don’t
know anything that happened accept. lha—k:lled someone. | haven’t even heard rumors because

[tryto kecp away from stuff ltke that. (0
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Continuation of voluntary sworn statement of

on August 24, 2005

’nis statement, consisting of this page and 1 other page(s) was typed for me b)Ps we
discussed its contents. Ihave read and understand the above statement. [ have g '
opportunity to make any changes or corrections I desire to make and have plac sd-fyjhifials over the
changes or corrections. This statement is the truth to the best of m s gfiddbelief

r

S%m to and éubmﬁbed before me this .Q.‘f. day °f ¥
3!- QSE A 2! 2o

Witnessed:
H: DERIVED FROM ARTICLE 16,
UCMJ (10 U.S.C. 936) AND 5 U.S.C. 303
]
i
]
i
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U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION , Y 24A0G05

CONTROL: 10AUGO5-MEBJ-0533-7HMA

V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV
M/W/ENIZ/N///TRAQ

RESULTS OF INTERVIEW -—

1. ©On 24Aug05, Reporting Agent (RA) interviewed

SMC, regarding his knowledge of the circumstances
surrounding the shooting death of V/SUMAIDAIE on 25Jun05. On that
attached to 3/25, which

date,mwas the
conducted and prepared the Intel debrief regarding the incident.

2. described the debrief procedures as a radic call comes in

from the field and the watch officer, who in this case was
*{nfl), prepares a spot report, based on the info received.
Once the spot report is completed, it is forwarded to the Regimental
HQ, who prepares & General Report, which is then forwarded to
Division. On 25Jun05,d indicated he was the Intel Chief and
knew a Cordon and Knock mission was underway in South Dam Village,
and there is normally an Intel debrief after this sort of mission to
determine if any intelligence regarding the area was gathered.
stated he was notified b when the platoon returned to
the D_am, so he just waited for them to arrive for debrief.

3. —__stated in & perfect world, the platoon will return .to
base and come straight to S-2 for the debrief, however that rarely
occurs. When the platoon finally arrived for the debrief, it was
‘the Platoon: Leader and the Platoon Commander
- alofg with the watch officer. Regarding the shooting,
istated he was told the platoon was at the last house of the
mission, before they were to return to base. The platoon entered the
house and guestioned an elder woman as to weapons and people in the
house. indicated the platoon asked her three times if anyone
was in the house or if there were any weapons in the house, and she
repeatedly said no. .

4. -then stated the entry team encountered a Military-Aged Male

(MAM)} in a back bedroom, holding an AXK-47 leveled at them and the '

first Marine in fired one round killing the MAM. When the platoon o
went to question the family, the elder woman then stated, "Oh, m my son

is in the house." '—Ystated he has never been on a patrol with

Marines when they were dealing with Iraqis, so he does not know what
language they would use to illustrate their intentions.

5. When asked about- --ndlcatecl they are

very straightforward Marines, and have always wanted to make their
reports accurate. In terms of Lima Company, stated they are
very good at what they do, which is one of the reasons they are still
at the Dam, while the rest of the Battalion has moved forward to Hit.
indicated answered each question posed regarding the
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SUBJ: V/SUMAIDAIE, MOMMMMED/CIV
U.S. NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

shooting, and he did not hesitate ttempt to couch his answers.
stated it was his opiniorﬁwas truthful about the

incident, and: was to the side talking with and he wasg

saying basically the same thing. stated he also aske

if any photos were taken at the scene, and he indicated none were

taken. :

BIOGRAPHICAL DATA
EMPLOYMENT :
SSN:

DOB:

POB:
RESIDENCE:
OTHER:

REPORTED BY: — SPECTAL AGENT

OFFICE: =~ NCIS, AL ASAD AIRBASE, 1%

3DBN,

25THMAR, 4THMARDIV
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U.S.NAVAL CRIMINAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICE

CCN:

B J—

1 ¢ - make the following statement to

special Agent NN -hcn I know to be a representative

of the Naval Criminal Investigative Service. I make this
statement concerning my knowledge of the shooting of an Iraqgi
male during a Cordon and Knock Patrol in Hadltha on 25Jun05. ‘

Wil ror identification purposes, I am a year old, (i male
born on G in I have@ i} in color
hair arin color eyes. I am inches tall and weigh

about pounds. I am in the United States Marine
Corps and I am assigned to Bravo Company, 4th Engineer
Battalion, 4thMarDiv, Roancke, VA. I am presently attached to
3dSquad, Engineer Platoon which supports Lima Company, 3dBn,

25th Marines in Iraq. @l

@B on 25Jun05, I was attached to a section of Marines from
- Weapons Platoon, Lima Co, 3dBn, 25th Marines, based out of
- Haditha Dam, Irag. I along with (IR (21so from
" Engineer Platoon) were tasked with taking pictures of barriers
: that existed at an old Iragi voting station in Haditha. The
cprimary mission was for Weapons Plt to conduct a Cordon and
- knock. patrol in a certa:.n area of Haditha. I assisted Weapons
“Plt in accomplishing this mission since I have done many Coxrdon
and Knock operations in Irag

recall that in a house with other Marines from the patrol
-and we were talking to two ladies in the house. This was my
-first time out with Weapons Platoon and I don't really know any
of them. I am not a part of weapons platoon so I can't provide
the names of the Marines I was with because I do not know them.
I recall that while talking to the ladies at the house I heard
gunfire. I think it was maybe a burst of gunfire but I am not
positive about that. At the time it did not concern me because
we had heard gunfire before earlier in the patrol. There were
instances when the Machine Gunners on the trucks had to fire in
front of approaching civilian vehicles to get them to stop
because they would not respond to other signals. This is common
while on patrol in Iraq so the sound of the gunfire did not
concern me at that time.
‘bout 10 minutes later we left the house and were walking
when some Marines from our patrol approached us and told us that
we were going to be here for awhile. I asked why and one of the
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Marines told me that QR has shot someone. I don't know the
name of the Marine who told me this and at that point that was
the only information I knew. I walked across the street to the
house where the shooting occurred. I entered the courtyard and
saw the family was outside. I remember there were little kids
there and two older Iraqi males, about in their early 20's. The
family was just standing and sitting around in the courtyard and
it was clear based on how they were acting that they did not
know someone in the house had been shot. When I got in the
courtyard I was told by Marines from the patrol to stay outside
the house because there were enough people in there already. 1
stayed in the courtyard and assisted in providing security.
During this time, I did not observe any of the Marines

guestioning the fam_ily.-

‘Maybe 10 or 15 minutes went by and I entered the house and the
rocom where the Iraqi male had been shot. There were three other
people in the room. The Doc from Weapons Platoon was in there
and there were two Marines but I don't know who they were. What
I say was an Iraqi male laying on his side and I think his head
‘was against the dresser. T think one of his arms was draped

- across his chest. The Doc and the Marines were in the process

. of moving him when I walked in the room. There was blood

» everywhere and they were trying to figure out where he had been

- shot but I don't think they were able to determine that. One of
the Marines in the room was taking pictures of the guy, which I
“believe is standard operating procedure. I saw the flash. from
the camera go off a couple of times so 1 assume the plctures
were taken. I did not actually see the pictures, I just saw one
of the Marines with a camera taking the pictures. I did not see
anyone else in the room taking pictures other than the one
Marine and I do not know who he was other than he was from
Weapons Platoon Marine.,-

qwas inside the room about 5 minutes and in the house about 10
nutes. While in the house I had a conversation with the Doc I
saw in the room with the dead Iragi. I don't know his name but
he is the weapons platoon doc and he is a light skinned black
male. He was standing at the entrance to the room and I was
standing just outside the entrance to the room in the hallway
near the small freezer. The doc told me that they had rounded '
up the family and began searching the house and that (R
entered the room and saw the male standing in the room holding _
an AK-47 and he was turning towards dwith the weapon by his
hip as he was turning. (lshot him as he was turning towards
him with the weapon. Doc¢ told me the guy was facing towards the
dresser but was turning with the weapon in his hands towards

2\
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as@} was entering the room. The Doc also told me
there was a magazine inserted in the weapon~

and . were in the house when the
Doc was telling me this but they were not actually involved in
the conversation. s

en I walked back outside, I saw the HET Marine was
interrogating the family through an interpreter. He was yelling
and I heard him ask the family why they didn't tell us that
someone else was in the house. The interpreter was translating
his questions to the family but I clearly heard him ask the
family why they did not tell the Marines that someone was in the

house. —

" also recall seeing-out there and some of the Marines in
his platoon were asking him if he was sure there was a magazine
in the weapon. (i} vas very shaken up, he had the look of
death on him and at first he was not responding to gquestions but

‘then he kind of snapped out of it and was answering questions
;and I heard him say he was positive there was a magazine in the
.weapon.

do not know {jjlllBand I have had no conversations with him
:.about this incident. I did not hear or observe anything that
: day that would lead me to believe @l or anyone else murdered

. #:the Iraqi oi‘ was coverlng anythlng up-

‘18'?.% page statement was typed for me by as we’
‘discussed the contents. I have read this statement and agree
with the way it is worded and have corrected all errors I have
found. .This statement is true and correct to the best of my
knowledge and belief. C

21 5Y | Ry of aces

Time/Date

Subscrlbed and sworn to before. me at ' _ ,‘on
25Au905 in accordance with Artlcle 136 (b) (4), Uniform Code of

Military Jus
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' U.S. MARINE CORPS

Criminal Investigation Division -}
TITLE: V/SUMAIDAIE, MOHAMMED/CIV , c

CN: 10AUG05-MEBJ-0533-7HMA
INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF INTERVIEW oF NN

On 24Aug05, — Lima Company, 3rd

Battalion, 25th Marine Regiment, 2d Marine Division, Reglmental
Combat Team - 2, Haditha, 12, was interviewed in regards to the
incident that took place on 25Jun05.

As background,- is a Reservist from Cincinnati, OH.

entered the Marine Corps Reserve in Jun03. (NG
Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) is that of a 0331, Machine
Gunner. i stated that he arrived in Iraq during the month
of Mar05, for his first tour of duty in the country. (iR
estimated that he has taken part in 40 to 50 missions in the
Haditha area. The incident on 25Jun(5 and two Escalation of
Force incidents are the only two incidents that he has been
involved with. advised that he is always a machine
.gunner and has been in the HMMWV on every mission and has never
been involved with the Cordon & Knock (CK) missions other then
for security. and@lll8 axe squad members o

describes both as being "Good Marines”.
‘no. problems with either-a

.—has only ridden in the same truck as MULLINS on 25Jun05.

has had

QR stated that there was a Mission Brief prior to the
mission on 25Jun05, and that the Platoon Sergeant,
gave the Mission Brief, to include reviewing the Rules of
Engagement. (ROE). (N 2cvised thatQEEES =5 the
Platoon Commander on 25Jun05. (I related that no
particular information was passed in reference to the houses
that were going to be searched or how many houses were going to
be searched. (I stated that his mission was security, he
never left the HMMWV and manned his machine gun the entire time.
stated that while providing security, he did not see the
Marines enter many of the houses, as he is monitoring the roads
for both vehicular and foot traffic, not watching the Marines.
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U.S. MARINE CORPS
Criminal Investigation Division

CCN:

INVESTIGATIVE ACTION: RESULTS OF INTERVIEW OF —
. {Cont.)

4P st:ted that he overheard someone talking about the

shooting after returning to the Dam. tated that he
does not know if pictures were taken of the scene. (R also
stated that he has not witnessed any pictures. When questioned
in reference to the debrief stated that a de-brief was
given by ¥ after the platoon returned to the Dam.

was unable to remember what information was passed at
debrief.

Wl stated that he has not heard anything in reference to
i ‘the incident other then the fact that it is being 1nvestlgated
stated that he has/provided a written statement in
reference to this event, while he was in Hit, IZ. —has
‘no first hand knowledge of any of the events that resulted in -
the incident on 25Jun05.

N indicates that QNN SN

*a_pd-are very good friends.

- again stated that he has never heard of photographs -

- -peing taken in reference to the incident on 25Jun05, and he
stated that he has never witnessed any photographs depicting the
25Jun05 incident. WM was unable to provide any further
‘information in reference to the incident that occurred on
25Jun05.

Reported by: Investlgaton—cm, Al Asad, Iraq
Date Reported: 28Augg5

NY WANING

WL
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STATEMENT

N C N B . b‘lo

Date : August23,2005

make the following free and voluntary statement to Special Agent
om I know to be a Representative of the United States Naval Criminal Investigative
Service. ! make this statement of my own free will and without any threats made to me or promises
extended. I fully understand that this statement is given concerning my knowledge of the shootmg that
occurred on 25Jun035 in the Haditha Dam Vill

or purposes of identification, I am a{§ilinale born on (IR» I stam-nchcs

tall and | weighW@llpounds. 1 have @iElihair andgilileyes. 1 am currently assigned to 4* Combat

Engineering Battallon attached to Lima Company 325 ay Haditha Dam. My social security number is

d I have no security clearance. [ have been with the Reserves for 3 years. [ama

. student at Roanoke College in Virginia. My MOS is Combat Engineer. I am not married and I have
#4- nokids. This is my first tour in Iraq and 1 will have been in fraq 7 montbs by the time 1 leave at the

Ry end of September. I have been on approximately 10 Operations since I have been here and

approximately 150 combat missions. [ have irmed kills to date. Each missjon we do for
he most part is a cordon and knock missj .

en we go to a house and knock on a door. When they answer we tell the residents that we want to
search their home., When we enter we put the family in one room and take the head of the household,
which s usually the oldest male present, and have him go through the house with us when we search it.
R We always ask if they have a weapon, When we first go in we get the famlly in a room and ask if
i+~ there is anyone else in the house. If they say there is we tell them to go get the family member and
bring them into the room. Sometimes we take the family outside, if the family is spread through the
house we will bring them outside. 1If they are already all in a room we keep them in the room. We
communicate with the residents by using a little of the Arabic phrases that we have learned, but for the
most part we use hand s:gnals In order to ask for a weapon we generally point to our own weapon and
ask them to show it to us. If they have a weapon we ask the oldest male to take us to the weapon. We
follow the person to:the weapon and it is usually in a closet, under a bed or under the pillows and

sleeping mats. Sometimes they will move the items in order for us to get the weapon. Sometimes

grab the weapon and sometlmes they will point, 1f they grab it we motion for them to hand it mh
w - I have béen on a few Operanons with him, but we are not friends. 1 know tho(SNNE
Jows some stuff about explosives because of his MOS. I knew him because we had that in common.
{e is a nice guy. We made small talk. On 25Jun05 we had a mission briefing that was given by@ijill

. | don’t remember if the Rules of Engagements were discussed. The Platoon Commander was ~ERE
but he wasn’t there. was the Sgt and he was on the mlsmm&;___me Fﬂ(ﬂ‘;
ywastogow:ththegrouptotheschoolmﬂ:etownandweweresupposetocoun in order

see if they could be used in a mission in Hit. [ was the turret g‘x)ner in our Humvee. QI :

and possibl ut I’'m not sure about him. We drove_ _
about a mile or two into the town. The majority of the Marines dlsmounted except for thedriver's
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